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Sunday, 3 October 2021 

Announcements 

Well, hello everyone, hope you’re doing okay at the moment.  

As I mentioned last week, if you want, Rachel and I want to catch up in person over 
picnic. But according to regulation you need to be double vaccinated, and it can 
only be 5 fully vaccinated people at a time (note that the limit does not include 
children aged 12 or under).  

Thank you to those who attended our trivia night. We had a lot of fun and we hope 
that you did too!  

Also, you may have noticed that we’re really close to coming out of lockdowns. The 
session’s working hard at figuring out the best and safest time to reopen services in 
the church building. Thanks again for your patience. 

Prayer 

I wanted to read,  

Matt. 11:25   At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and re-
vealed them to little children; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All 
things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son ex-
cept the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gen-
tle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.” 
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Matthew 11:25-30 (ESV) 

Let’s pray, 

Heaven Father, thank you for Jesus. We acknowledge that many of us are weary 
and heavy laden. But thank you that we can find our rest in Jesus. We take his yoke 
on our shoulders. We seek to learn from Jesus. We ask for comfort from Jesus 
Christ in all our affliction. Today, we ask that you would be glorified in our actions. 
We ask that you would help us to grow in our knowledge of you and that we would 
do the good works that you have prepared for us to do. In Jesus name, amen. 

Scripture 

We’re going to read Psalm 49, 

Psa. 49:0    To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. 

Psa. 49:1    Hear this, all peoples! 

  Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, 

2  both low and high, 

  rich and poor together! 

3  My mouth shall speak wisdom; 

  the meditation of my heart shall be understanding. 

4  I will incline my ear to a proverb; 

  I will solve my riddle to the music of the lyre. 

Psa. 49:5    Why should I fear in times of trouble, 

  when the iniquity of those who cheat me surrounds me, 

6  those who trust in their wealth 

  and boast of the abundance of their riches? 
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7  Truly no man can ransom another, 

  or give to God the price of his life, 

8  for the ransom of their life is costly 

  and can never suffice, 

9  that he should live on forever 

  and never see the pit. 

Psa. 49:10    For he sees that even the wise die; 

  the fool and the stupid alike must perish 

  and leave their wealth to others. 

11  Their graves are their homes forever, 

  their dwelling places to all generations, 

  though they called lands by their own names. 

12  Man in his pomp will not remain; 

  he is like the beasts that perish. 

Psa. 49:13    This is the path of those who have foolish confidence; 

  yet after them people approve of their boasts. Selah 

14  Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol; 

  death shall be their shepherd, 

  and the upright shall rule over them in the morning. 

  Their form shall be consumed in Sheol, with no place to dwell. 

15  But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, 

  for he will receive me. Selah 

Psa. 49:16    Be not afraid when a man becomes rich, 
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  when the glory of his house increases. 

17  For when he dies he will carry nothing away; 

  his glory will not go down after him. 

18  For though, while he lives, he counts himself blessed 

  —and though you get praise when you do well for yourself— 

19  his soul will go to the generation of his fathers, 

  who will never again see light. 

20  Man in his pomp yet without understanding is like the beasts that perish.  

Devotional 

Let me ask you a question. Where do you find your worth? Where do you find your 
value? Growing up in primary school, my worth was being really good at Mathe-
matics. The 10 x 10 maths, you know when they read you random numbers to fill in 
the top, and then random numbers on the left hand side. You had to fill it in as 
quickly as possible. I liked being known for being really fast at doing them. I wasn’t 
very accurate, but my worth was in that. And then one day, when we’re doing the 
times tables, all of a sudden there was another boy in my class, his name was Rhys, 
he says, “Finished!” How could he finish quicker than me!? What the. I was no 
longer the guy who finished maths the quickest and if I was really honest, I was re-
ally devastated. 

Where do you find your worth? Maybe I can put it differently, what do you like be-
ing known for? These days, it’s being known for good coffee roasting. I’m talking 
third wave coffee here. Single origin, nordic roasts, 25% development. If you don’t 
know what I’m talking about, sorry! What do you like being known for?  

Today, I wanted to start a small sermon series in the book of Psalms. We’re going to 
a look at a couple of them until we get to Advent in late November. But I wanted to 
start here in Psalm 49. It’s a wisdom Psalm. It’s like a Proverb and a Psalm combined 
together. But one of the biggest questions that this Psalm asks is, Where is your val-
ue? What is it that you want to be known for?  
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People back then in the times of Psalms aren’t that different from you and me. Peo-
ple placed their value in a number of different things. In this Psalm, there’s a focus 
on people who place their value, their worth in riches. Have a look,  

Psa. 49:5    Why should I fear in times of trouble, 

  when the iniquity of those who cheat me surrounds me, 

6  those who trust in their wealth 

  and boast of the abundance of their riches? 

Psalm 49:5-6 (ESV) 

Here are people who trust in their wealth, boast in their abundance. Perhaps, they 
use their riches, to influence, to use power inappropriately. It’s the same today isn’t 
it? People use their riches, their money. They boast in it. They think they’re a big 
shot. But it’s not riches that people boast in today is it? Maybe it’s the number of 
friends that they have on Facebook, how many followers that they have on Insta-
gram, how many subscribers they have in Youtube. Maybe it’s the designer clothes 
that we like wearing. Or what our family and friends think about us. 

What is it for you? Here’s a question to help you work out what you value. Where 
do you turn to in times of trouble? What do you trust in when you’re in an anxious 
place?  

Here’s the thing, because we are humans, we are all tempted to place our value or 
worth in worldly things. We all do it. It’s human nature so to speak. And this is dan-
gerous because if we place our value or our worth in anything except for God, it 
will come to naught. Let me show you!  

Psa. 49:10    For he sees that even the wise die; 

  the fool and the stupid alike must perish 

  and leave their wealth to others. 

11  Their graves are their homes forever, 

  their dwelling places to all generations, 

  though they called lands by their own names. 
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12  Man in his pomp will not remain; 

  he is like the beasts that perish. 

Psalm 49:10-12 (ESV) 

Recently, I came across a quote from James Packer. You know, one of the most rich-
est individuals in Australia. Do you know he once said? “He who dies with the most 
toys wins.” That sounds nice doesn’t it. But what does the Psalmist say? The Psalmist 
makes the point that those who place their value in riches are going to die. This 
sounds a bit like Ecclesiastes now doesn’t it? Vanity of vanities. But the Psalmist has 
a point, the rich might have houses, they might have lands named after them. But 
what difference does it make if they end up just the same as the poor? Dead.  

Did you know that Denzel Washington wanted to be a preacher but he ended up 
acting? In fact, I’ve seen him preach, Jeanette showed me a talk of his. And there’s 
a quote he says which I love, he says, there’s no u-haul behind a hearse. What did 
he mean by that? You can’t take it with you when you die! It’s so true, and the 
Psalmist is completely right here isn’t it?  

It’s not even the rich who die. It’s the Instagram influencer who has 265 million fol-
lowers. It’s billionaire who flies to space. But it’s also you and me. No matter what 
we put our value in, maths, coffee, climbing, your intellect, your good looks, you’re 
going to end up in the grave. In fact, it’s more than that, have a look at verse 12,  

12  Man in his pomp will not remain; 

  he is like the beasts that perish. 

And verse 20, 

20  Man in his pomp yet without understanding is like the beasts that perish. 

Psalm 49:12, 20 (ESV) 

We may think that we are blessed when we place our value in worldly things, but 
we’re told that we are being less than human. I sometimes struggle with placing my 
value in what others say about me. But here’s the thing, it makes me less than hu-
man. And it’s a bottomless pit, I keep wanting more and more. We are just like the 
beasts that perish. We are being less than human when we place our worth and 
value in anything that is not the LORD.  
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Here’s the key point that we need to take away. Are you ready? Only God can give 
you the worth and value that you need. We only find value and worth when we see 
how God values us. Have a look, 

7  Truly no man can ransom another, 

  or give to God the price of his life, 

8  for the ransom of their life is costly 

  and can never suffice, 

9  that he should live on forever 

  and never see the pit. 

Psalm 49:7-9 (ESV) 

That’s so important to understand. Only God can give you true worth. No one else. 
Augustine says that our hearts are restless until we find our rest in Him. It is God 
who is able to give us worth and identity,  

15  But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, 

  for he will receive me. Selah 

Psalm 49:15 (ESV) 

Here’s an application question, do you find your worth, all your worth and your ulti-
mate value in God? Such that if everything were taken away from you, your looks, 
your intellect, your money, your home, you could say, I’m still worth it? Do you have 
a joy that isn’t based on your circumstances, or your possessions, but based in how 
God sees you?  

How does God see me, Justin? I’m glad you asked! He sees you how he sees Je-
sus. When Jesus is baptised by John the Baptist and the Spirit comes down, what 
does the voice in Heaven say? You are my son with you I am well pleased. And 
what about when Jesus is up the mountain with Peter, James and John, what does 
the voice say to them? This is my son! Listen to him.  

Do you see yourself as a child of God? There’s this story of a family who adopts two 
children into their family. One of the children, not believing that he is worthy, de-
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cides that he wants to stay in the basement. He doesn’t turn on the light but he wal-
lows in his pain because he thinks that his parents don’t love him. The parents keep 
calling out to him but he doesn’t believe that he has been adopted. He believes 
that he will be given up by the parents. The other child, she realises her true worth 
and value in the very fact that she has been adopted by her now parents. She 
doesn’t wallow in the darkness, never in the basement, but she’s bold, she’s joyful 
knowing that she’s no longer an orphan, but she’s child of a loving family.  

Do you realise that God cannot love you more nor love you less? No matter what 
you have or don’t have? Because your value is found in Jesus? 

As a child of God, are you wallowing in the darkness, trying to grasp onto value 
and worth with what the world says? Or are you basking in the light of your adop-
tion as a child of God. J.I. Packer has this saying that he encourages people to say. 
Six things that you should say to yourself everyday.  

1. I am a child of God. 
2. God is my Father. 
3. Heaven is my home. 
4. Every day is one day nearer. 
5. My Savior is my brother. 
6. Every Christian is my sibling too. 

That’s the challenge today. Say it to yourself. 

1. I am a child of God. 
2. God is my Father. 
3. Heaven is my home. 
4. Every day is one day nearer. 
5. My Savior is my brother. 
6. Every Christian is my sibling too. 

Amen 

A Prayer of Martin Luther 

For today’s church family prayer, I thought I would share a prayer from Martin 
Luther. Let’s pray, 
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Behold, Lord, An empty vessel that needs to be filled. Our Lord, fill it. We are weak 
in faith; You Strengthen us. We are cold in love; Warm us and make us fervent That 
our love may go out to our neighbour. We do not have a strong and firm faith; At 
times we doubt and am unable to trust you altogether. O Lord, help us. Strengthen 
our faith and trust in you. In you we have sealed the treasures of all we have. We are 
poor; you are rich and didst come to be merciful to the poor. We are sinners; You 
are upright. With us there is an abundance of sin; In you there is the fullness of 
righteousness. Therefore, we will remain with you of who we can receive But to 
whom we may not give. Amen. 

Closing 

Let me give the blessing,  

The grace of the LORD Jesus Christ, the love of God the follow and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit, be with you now and forevermore. Amen. 

Amen. 

Hymns 

How Great Thou Art: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GKhDCsLrUg 

10,000 Reasons: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGElRI0E 

And Can It Be: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQeIGbKqiw8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GKhDCsLrUg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQeIGbKqiw8

