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Scripture 

Matt. 2:1   Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod 
the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is 
he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have 
come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the peo-
ple, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Beth-
lehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

Matt. 2:6    “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Matt. 2:7   Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from 
them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me 
word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went 
on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before 
them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the 
star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they 
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saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, 
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their 
own country by another way.  

Transcript 

Introduction 

Well, it’s Christmas Day everyone, and I’m sure that you got some things planned. 
But I thought that we would spend some time reflecting on why we celebrate 
Christmas every single year. And it’s because Jesus Christ came to earth, born as a 
baby. We celebrate Christmas because we remember that God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in him, will not perish but 
have eternal life.  

And you heard this section of Scripture being read out to us this morning. The faith 
of the wise men, pagan men, who decide to follow a star to Bethlehem and they 
find Jesus with his mother. Today, I wanted to ask, are you a wise man, a Herod or a 
like the chief priests? Because as we look at this passage, we see there’s three dif-
ferent reactions to Jesus. Each of these three different groups really represent us in 
one way or another. Well, really, how we react to Jesus. And so I wanted to look at 
each of these.  

Wise Man 

Maybe for you, you’re a little bit like the wise men. You have been led to Jesus.  

Matt. 2:1   Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he 
who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have 
come to worship him.” 

Matthew 2:1-2 (ESV) 
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Maybe there has been someone in your life who has led you on the journey. I re-
flect on my own life, and can see that my mum helped me along. She sent me to 
scripture classes in primary school. There was also Rachel’s uncle in high school 
and university who helped me on my journey to Jesus. My encouragement to you 
this morning is that if you find yourself being led to Jesus, then you follow.  

It might take you to unexpected places. Because that’s exactly what happened to 
the three wise men. They follow a star, and they expect that the king would be in a 
majestic place. They come to Jerusalem. Back then, Herod who was ruling over 
Jerusalem at the time, and would rule for a total of 37 years, helped to rebuild the 
temple. Jerusalem would have been magnificent. Jerusalem was fit for a king.  

It’s a bit like about 15 years ago, the President of the United States came to town. I 
remember. They closed off General Holmes drive so that the President could have 
the entire highway all to himself. He stayed in one of the nicest hotels in town. They 
probably gave him the presidential suite.  

But that’s not where Jesus, the king of the Jews was staying, was he? No. Let’s have 
a look at where he stays,  

5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

 

Matt. 2:6    “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

  for from you shall come a ruler 

  who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Matthew 2:5-6 (ESV) 

Bethle-where? A humble town. Humble beginnings. Recently, we had the Modera-
tor of the Presbyterian Church of NSW come to speak to us here at Caringbah. And 
it was really good. But I found out that he was staying at a motel down near Cronul-
la. Three stars, apparently. With one star flickering. A humble lodging for the mod-
erator. But I admired that about him. But it’s even more humble lodgings for the 
king of the Jews, in fact, the king of the world!  
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I love it. Because it’s really a sign of the things to come. It’s a sign that God is able 
to use weakness for strength. When we look at the world around us, it’s really easy 
to get caught up in strength. My brother and I watch a little of the Formula 1, and 
it’s generally, the team with the most amount of money, the team with the most 
number of members that wins. You look at soccer/football in England, it’s the team 
with the most amount of money wins. Political parties. The most amount of money 
wins.  

But that’s not Jesus. The star wasn’t over a grand palace, it was over a humble 
home. That’s the king that we worship. Because let’s have a look at what the three 
wise men do.  

9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they 
had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where 
the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell 
down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.  

Matthew 2:9-12 (ESV) 

Do you notice their reaction? They rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. That’s a lot 
of joy. They fell down and worshiped him. They fall down at the feet of a child. 
That’s important for us to pay attention to.  

When we recognise Jesus as the king, not just king of the jews, but as king of the 
whole universe, then we’re going to be like the wise men, and we’re going to fall 
down to our knees, and we will worship him. We’re going to give him praise, and 
then we’re going to give him gifts. We’re going to offer up to him our greatest trea-
sures because he is worthy.  

Maybe you’ve been a Christian for many years. But know this, that we never ever 
outgrow this response. We will do what the three wise men did, for the rest of our 
lives. We will fall down and worship him, we will offer him our greatest treasures 
because he is worthy. Can I ask, what is it that you have that you can offer him? 
Maybe it’s your life. Your entire life. Or something that you’re hiding away. Can I en-
courage you, this Christmas, as you remember the greatest gift God has given you 
in his son, that you offer him up your life?  
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Or maybe you know someone who is making that journey, perhaps you could help 
them to make that journey, just like the three wise men. 

But maybe you’re still searching. Can I encourage you to keep following the “star”? 
That you keep making the spiritual journey to Bethlehem.  

Herod 

Let’s talk about Herod. Because I want you to see his reaction. 

3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 
and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Christ was to be born. 

Matthew 2:3-4 (ESV) 

And, 

Matt. 2:7   Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them 
what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, 
that I too may come and worship him.” 

You know, it looks like that Herod is genuinely interested in seeking out Jesus to 
worship him. I suspect that the three wise men thought that King Herod had gen-
uine intentions. They’re only told in a dream not to come back to Herod. But per-
haps you know the Christmas story, later on Herod sends for children to be killed.  

Matt. 2:16   Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, be-
came furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all 
that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had as-
certained from the wise men. 

Matthew 2:16 (ESV) 

That’s serious. For children to be killed in order that he would remain king. In order 
so that he would remain in charge. There’s such a hostility to Jesus in Herod! But 
that pattern has continued. Through the ages, there’s been such a hostility to Jesus. 
It’s a spiritual war, between God and Satan. It’s been like that even from the very 
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beginning. It’s easy to be distracted by the “shininess” of Christmas. Presents, food, 
holidays. But Christmas also reminds us of the spiritual war that we have.  

Here’s the thing that I want to ask, are you being hostile to Jesus? Are you like 
Herod? Do you resist his kingship because you want to be king or queen? You 
want to be the ruler of your own life? That’s the choice that you have like Herod. 
Herod pays lip service to Jesus and the wisemen. Deep down in his heart, Herod is 
his own king. And he refuses to acknowledge Jesus’ kingship.  

Here’s the thing. If that’s you, the fact that you want to be ruler of your own life, 
doesn’t change the fact that Jesus is king. Jesus is king, he will always be king. And 
nothing will stop him from being king. It’s only a question of whether you will want 
to willing bow the knee to him or you will be forced to bow the knee at the end. 
And my plea with you is to bow the knee willingly. 

Don’t be like Herod. Because it doesn’t end well with Herod. You can try, like 
Herod. But you won’t succeed. And it won’t end well for you either. That’s my gen-
uine plea for you.  

Chief Priests 

Let’s talk about the chief priests (and the scribes).  

When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and 
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is 
written by the prophet: 

 

Matt. 2:6    “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

  for from you shall come a ruler 

  who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

Matthew 2:3-6 (ESV) 
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I want to ask you, what do the chief priests and the scribes of the people do? Be-
cause it seems like after they speak to Herod, they do nothing. They know the 
Scriptures well. They know that this quote is from Micah 5. They know it’s a proph-
esy from the Old Testament. But what do they do with that information?  

NOTHING! They do nothing with that information. They could have gone to Bethle-
hem. They could have gone to see the king since they knew about the prophesy. 
They knew the word so well, they knew it like the back of their hand, but it had no 
impact on their lives. Why? Because their hearts were hardened.  

You know, I want to say that we in this church are in danger of that happening. I 
want to be honest and say that we can be like the chief priests, the scribes, the 
Pharisees. We know the scriptures well. Just like them. And yet the Word can have 
no impact on their lives. We can be in danger of not engaging our hearts.  

I know people like that. They’ve grown up in the church and they knew God’s word 
but didn’t take it to heart.  

Maybe you have been a Christian for years. I’m honestly more worried about you 
than I am of people who are like Herod. Because the hardening of hearts happens 
over time. It happens slowly. You might not even realise that it is happening to you. 
And so, you hear the Christmas message, you hear the Easter message and it’s like 
water off a duck’s back. Don’t harden your heart like the chief priests, the scribes. 
Especially this Christmas. We are in danger of doing and saying the right things 
without actually engaging our hearts. You may know Jesus, but do you follow Him 
with all your heart?  

Don’t harden your heart. Remember the true meaning. Remember why Christ 
came. Engage your heart. Meditate on the true meaning today.  

Remember the true meaning and be thankful. 

Let’s pray.


