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Passage 
Mark 10:32    And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was 

walking ahead of them. And they were amazed, and those who followed were 

afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen to 

him, 33 saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be de-

livered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to 

death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34 And they will mock him and spit on 

him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” 

Mark 10:35    And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and 

said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he 

said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, 

“Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38 Jesus 

said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup 

that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39 And 

they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you 

will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40 

but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for 

whom it has been prepared.” 41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be in-
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dignant at James and John. 42 And Jesus called them to him and said to them, 

“You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 

and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so among 

you. But whœver would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and whœver 

would be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came 

not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Mark 10:46   And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his 

disciples and a great crowd, Bartimæus, a blind beggar, the son of Timæus, was 

sitting by the roadside. 47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 

began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48 And many 

rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, 

have mercy on me!” 49 And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called 

the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.” 50 And throw-

ing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 And Jesus said to him, “What 

do you want me to do for you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me re-

cover my sight.” 52 And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you 

well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him on the way.  

Transcript 

Introduction 
Do you enjoy pain? I honestly don’t think anyone enjoys pain. When I get sick, even 

a stomach ache is like the end of the world to me. I’m in tears. If the shower is too 

cold, then I’m in pain. And if the shower is too hot, like Rachel likes it, then I’m in 

pain. As you’ve probably guessed, I have a low pain tolerance. 
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I don’t think that anyone enjoys pain, or suffering for that matter. But this pas-

sage brings up the question of suffering as Christians. In the last few weeks, we’ve 

been talking about what it means to follow Jesus. I’ve tried to paint a picture. If 

you’re a Christian, you serve others. You seek to love others. If you’re a Christian, 

you seek to reflect God’s character and you seek to be holy. If you’re a Christian, 

you strive to be humble. Today, as we look at this passage, we see that Jesus says 

that being a Christian means you will suffer. A Christian suffers.  

So as we look at this passage today, we’ll look at three things. Wrong expecta-

tions. Suffering whilst serving. And finally, our suffering servant. 

Wrong Expectations 
Have you ever had wrong expectations? When I was in year 7, I had wrong expec-

tations about an exam I was supposed to do. An English exam. Creative writing.  

Perhaps I was nervous because when I read the question, it said, “You’re wearing a 

pair of shœs, describe what you do.” In the midst of all the pressure I read the 

question wrong! It was supposed to be, “You’re a pair of shores, describe what you 

see.” I completely bombed the exam.  

Or maybe you’ve had wrong expectations of a party you were going to. And 

you came underdressed. I’ve done that. Got invited to drinks for a law firm. They 

said it was just a get to know you so I rock up after university and everyone was in 

suits, and I was in tracky-dacks. Needless to say, I didn’t get the job. Wrong expec-

tations can be funny, but they can also have serious consequences.  

Well in the passage that we’re looking at today, we hear the disciples arguing 

amongst each other. And they have wrong expectations about following Jesus. We 

see it particularly with two of Jesus’ closest disciples and the conversation that they 

have with him. They expected to find glory when they followed Jesus. They expect-
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ed fame and recognition. But their expectations were wrong. James and John, they 

ask Jesus for something. Don’t they? What do they ask? Have a look with me.  

“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to 

them, “What do you want me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, 

one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” Mark 10:35–37 (ESV) 

I have to say that I love the audacity of James and John here. We want to sit at 

your right hand and your left hand. We want to share in your glory. We want to 

share in your greatness and magnificence. We want to share in the riches, the re-

wards, because you Jesus are the king of the Jews. Riding on Jesus’ coat tails so to 

speak.  

Before we’re too quick to condemn James and John, I’d like us to remember 

that we can sometimes be like the disciples. We can have the wrong expectations 

about Jesus, and we can be like James and John, boldly asking Jesus for things 

that we don’t really understand.  

I wanted to ask, when you became a Christian, when you decided to follow Je-

sus, what was your expectation of life? Did you expect life to become easy, that 

there would be blessings, there would be glory? That life would become easy 

peasy, lemon squeezey?  

I must admit that I thought that at one time in my Christian walk. I thought that 

life would be amazing as a Christian. In fact, it was at university, I thought that if 

only I committed my life to Jesus, then life would be easy. God would bless me in 

all my endeavours. If only I would attend church on Sundays, prayer meetings, 

bible studies, then I would get the job of my dreams and I would have all the 

friends that I desired. That was my expectation. Maybe you thought that if you be-

came a Christian, then you’d earn respect with family, with friends or colleagues.  

Back at university, I asked God that I would get to know him more. I wanted to 

desire him more above everything else. Have you ever prayed something like that? 

Let me tell you, it’s a dangerous prayer because he answered my prayer in the 
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most difficult way. He tore me apart from the things he knew I loved more than him. 

My friends abandoned me in my time of need. He took away friends whom I 

idolised. He took away my laptop. It got stolen one night. To me, I lost everything. 

But the worst thing about that time was my expectation that life would be always 

be good as a Christian. That was the hardest part. I said to myself, “But I’m a Christ-

ian! I shouldn’t suffer this badly, right?!” But that’s because I had wrong expecta-

tions. And that’s what the disciples did too. They had wrong expectations. 

Suffering whilst Serving 
And this brings us to our second point. Suffering whilst serving. 

Because as we look at this passage, we need to understand something about 

following Jesus. Last week, we talked about how following Jesus means service. It 

means living holy lives and being humble. Today, what we see from this passage is 

that following Jesus means suffering.  

And here, Jesus introduces the disciples to the idea that they will suffer. Have a 

look at what Jesus says, 

Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink 

the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 

And they said to him, “We are able.” Mark 10:38–39 (ESV) 

James and John have no idea what they’ve just agreed to. They boldly say, 

“Yes, we are able to drink the cup and be baptised like you, Jesus!” 

Jesus is talking about a cup. What’s he talking about? Well, in the Old Testa-

ment, cups were often related to judgement. It’s an image of suffering that God’s 

people would often go through. Sometimes, it was used to describe the wine that 

they would drink in order to drown their sorrows. Jesus refers to the cup as he 

prays in the Garden of Gethsemane,  
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And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup from 

me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” Mark 14:36 (ESV) 

Jesus is referring to the suffering that he will receive as he’s delivered over to 

the chief priests, and the scribes. Condemned to death. Delivered to the Gentiles, 

mocked. Spat on. Flogged. Killed. Baptised into death. It’s what the disciples are 

signing up to.  

A couple of years ago, one of my friends wanted me to sign up to fitness class-

es with him. And I thought, sure. How hard could it possibly be? It was called Step 

into Life. And it’s a great program that they have. Except for the fact, as you know, 

I’m not a morning person. So I sign up for the classes and then I check the time and 

realise the classes are on at 6am in the morning. Are you kidding me? If I was in a 

foreign country prison, being interrogated for critical information, all they had to 

do would be to threaten me to wake me up early and I would tell them anything 

they wanted. Just let me sleep in a bit longer! Well, I can say to you that Step into 

Life was a fail. It was more along the lines of “Stay in my Bed.” Have you ever done 

that? Signed up for something and you didn’t realise what it meant and what you 

were in for? 

Well, I think that’s what the disciples did. Signing up to following Jesus without 

realising that it meant suffering as well. Have a look, 

And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the bap-

tism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, but to sit at my right hand or at 

my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” Mark 

10:39–40 (ESV) 

I wonder whether we are like the disciples, who are blind. We don’t expect suf-

fering. But Jesus promises suffering. And he tells us, dœsn’t he, in what form. Have 

a look, because he tells us we will suffer as we seek to serve others.  

And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are 

considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise au-
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thority over them. But it shall not be so among you. But whœver would be great 

among you must be your servant, and whœver would be first among you must be 

slave of all. Mark 10:42–44 (ESV) 

I like how the ESV translates it. You must be a slave of all. You must seek to love 

others, including those who are difficult. And for that you’re going to suffer. When 

you declare that you’re following Jesus, the world will reject you just as it rejects 

him and for that you’re going to suffer.  

Can I respectfully ask, are you willing to suffer for Jesus? Are you willing to die 

for him? Just as he was willing to die for you? Let me lay down a challenge. Is there 

an area of your life that you’re refusing to surrender to Jesus? An area of your life 

that you’re refusing to die to your own self interest? An area where you feel that Je-

sus is calling you to take up your cross and follow Him? To suffer? Maybe it’s a diffi-

cult relationship with someone and you need to serve them. Or maybe you need to 

tell a loved one about Jesus. That’s the way you’re called to serve them. By telling 

them the gospel but you know that you will suffer, you will be ridiculed. They will 

make fun of you. Maybe it’s your children, or your parents you need to serve and 

suffer with. Maybe you know that Jesus wants you to step up as an act of service 

and you’re afraid because you’re going to suffer. 

The Suffering Servant 
Suffering whilst serving is difficult isn’t it? I don’t enjoy it at times. But there’s a key 

to finding the strength to serve as you suffer. We can find strength to endure suffer-

ing, and we do that by looking to our suffering servant.  

This is our final point today.  

When we find ourselves suffering as we serve Jesus, as we serve other people, 

we need to recognise Him. Jesus Christ our suffering servant. You know, it’s ironic 

because the blind beggar, Bartimæus, sees Jesus for who he really is. Whilst the 

7



disciples are blind, the blind man sees Him. Bartimæus sees Jesus as truly the son 

of David. The suffering servant. The one who would come and suffer for His people. 

And what dœs Bartimæus ask for? Is he like the disciples and dœs he ask for a seat 

at Jesus’ left and right hand? No he dœsn’t. He asks for mercy. And it’s because 

Bartimæus realised what he truly needed. He needed mercy and it’s what we need 

too. 

As we look to him, we’re reminded that even whilst we were still his enemies, 

he was willing to suffer and serve us. He was willing to give us mercy. That’s what 

we need. It’s why Jesus Christ came into the world - that our sins might be paid for. 

That we might receive mercy through his death and resurrection. He came not to 

be served, but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for you and me. To show 

mercy. And if he was willing to do that for you, to die for you so that you would not 

suffer the most agonising thing you could ever suffer, the wrath of God, then no 

suffering we face now will compare to that. If we truly understand that Jesus has 

been merciful to us, then any suffering we go through now is nothing compared to 

the wrath of God we avoided and the eternal prize that it ahead of us.  

 

Are you willing to suffer and serve? Look to Jesus, our suffering servant. Let’s pray.
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