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Passage 

Mark 1:40   And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If 
you will, you can make me clean.” 41 Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand 
and touched him and said to him, “I will; be clean.” 42 And immediately the leprosy 
left him, and he was made clean. 43 And Jesus sternly charged him and sent him 
away at once, 44 and said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, 
show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, 
for a proof to them.” 45 But he went out and began to talk freely about it, and to 
spread the news, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in 
desolate places, and people were coming to him from every quarter. 

Mark 2:1   And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported 
that he was at home. 2 And many were gathered together, so that there was no 
more room, not even at the door. And he was preaching the word to them. 3 And 
they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. 4 And when they could 
not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and 
when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay. 
5 And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiv-
en.” 6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7 
“Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but 
God alone?” 8 And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus ques-
tioned within themselves, said to them, “Why do you question these things in your 
hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, 
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‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? 10 But that you may know that the Son of Man 
has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— 11 “I say to you, 
rise, pick up your bed, and go home.” 12 And he rose and immediately picked up 
his bed and went out before them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified 
God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!”  

Transcript 

Introduction 

Maybe you know some controversial people. Famous people. Famous controver-
sial people. A number of years ago, I met a politician. Went to their house actually 
not knowing who they were. In fact, they were the Prime Minister of Australia. They 
weren’t Prime minister at the time but they eventually became Prime Minister. I’m 
not going to tell you who it was and if you ask me afterwards who it is, I’m not go-
ing to tell you. But during their time as Prime minister, they had some controver-
sies. As they went through controversies, it was really interesting because every 
time I saw them on the news, I would remember my time at their house.  

Meeting a Prime minister can be daunting. But I hope that meeting Jesus would be 
even more confronting and more comforting as we encounter Him in the Scrip-
tures. As we read through the gospel of Mark, I pray that we would take seriously 
Jesus. Because Jesus really does confront each one of us. Today, we’re confronted 
by the furious love of Jesus Christ. The furious love. I call it furious love because Je-
sus reaches out to each one of us. Wherever we might find ourselves. It’s a furious 
love that overcomes the suffering and the difficulties that we might find ourselves 
in. It’s a furious love as it knows no limits in its compassion towards you and me. It’s 
a furious love that overcomes the brokenness of this world. 

Today, in this passage, we see Jesus in two encounters, and through these two en-
counters we see Jesus’ furious love for you and for me. We’ll look at firstly, how he 
reaches out to us. Secondly, we’ll see how he is able to restore us. Thirdly, we’ll talk 
about our response. 
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Reaches Out 

Let’s have a look at the fact that he reaches out to us. Because I want to draw your 
attention to the way that Jesus reaches out to the leper in the first encounter we 
have here.  

And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you 
can make me clean.” Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him 
and said to him, “I will; be clean.” (Mark 1:40–41 ESV) 

You know when you go to the doctors, you tell them something that’s wrong, you 
would think that in order for the doctor to diagnose what’s wrong with you, they 
would look at you, they might even gently touch the sore or painful part of your 
body. But the picture that we get here of Jesus should really confront us.  

In order to understand what’s going on here more deeply, we need to understand 
something from the Old Testament. When God brought the Israelites out of Egypt 
and they were heading to the promised land, you might remember that they’re at 
Mount Sinai. It’s where Moses comes down with the two stone tablets with the Ten 
Commandments. But it’s not just the Ten Commandments that God gives the Is-
raelites. There’s all these different laws. That’s what we get in Leviticus. What do you 
do if your ox kills your neighbours ox? What happens if it was an accident? Or what 
happens if your ox is known to be a trouble maker? That sort of thing. But there’s a 
section of the laws that talk about what to do when you have a skin disease. Leviti-
cus 13-14, you can read it for yourself. There’s all these tests that are done by the 
priests to see if a skin disease is malignant or not malignant. The problem happens 
when the skin disease is malignant, because it means that the person has leprosy. 
We’re told (Leviticus 13:40-46) that the person is then declared “unclean.” Being 
“unclean” means that the person is not allowed to remain with the rest of the Is-
raelites. You’re literally separated from everyone else. They are to tear their clothes, 
let their hair hang loose, cover his upper lip, and cry out “unclean, unclean”! He has 
to remain that way, yelling “unclean” having his clothes torn, hair loose, and sepa-
rated from the rest of the people. It’s a very difficult circumstance. Socially, emo-
tionally.  

I had a friend come back to Australia earlier on in 2020 when they were starting ho-
tel quarantine. I asked him whether he enjoyed it. Surprisingly, he said that he did. 
He was by himself so I thought that he would have been bored. Except that I re-
alised that he had Netflix, the internet, he also could talk to people on the phone, 
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and he also had his brother deliver KFC to his hotel room. Talk about luxury! That is 
nothing like what lepers in Jesus’ day would go through. It would have been a very 
difficult situation, you’re treated differently, you’re a social outcast. And it was very 
likely that you could not be healed of your disease.  

For the leper to go to Jesus here, it’s an astounding picture. Because it shows the 
desperation of the leper. But what’s more astounding in this narrative is what Jesus 
does. We might miss what happens but Mark says it, what does he say? He says 
that Jesus is moved with pity, he stretches out his hand, and touches him. He 
touches him! This is an incredible picture here. Because the fact that Jesus reaches 
out his hand and touches the leper is not something that would have been done. 
You see, as I mentioned earlier, if a person had a disease and it was discovered that 
they had leprosy, then they were unclean. But this is the thing, not only is the per-
son declared unclean, everything that they touch is unclean. The clothes that the 
person wears becomes unclean. And potentially the clothes have to be burned if 
the disease remains. For Jesus to reach out to the leper, that’s an incredible act of 
kindness even at the risk of being unclean himself. 

But he reaches out. Because we’re told that he’s moved with pity, aren’t we? The 
word that Mark uses here can also be translated as “compassion.” (e.g. Mark 6:34, 
8:2, 9:22). It’s used later in Mark 6,  

When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, be-
cause they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them 
many things. (Mark 6:34 ESV) 

This is Jesus’ heart. He has compassion because of what the leper has and what the 
leper is going through. Pity at how sin affects real people in very real ways. I want to 
ask you whether you see Jesus as compassionate, and with pity? Because that is 
exactly who he is with us. Just as he treated the leper with compassion as he was 
affected by the brokenness of this world, this is how he treats us. With pity and 
compassion.  

Let me ask, are you heavy and weary laden with life? Do you find yourself crying 
out and you feel like no one understands? Do you find yourself looking at the way 
the world doesn’t seem fair. Do you look at how sin affects real people in very real 
ways. When you look your own life and you find yourself mourning and upset over 
how things are out of control. It’s hard to look at the world, to listen to news, and 
not be confronted by how people wrong one another. It’s hard not to be overbur-
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dened by life’s difficulties. When the sin of the world means that others around us 
suffer. Do we look to Jesus and see his compassion and his pity? Do we throw our-
selves at him, just like the leper? Do we go in desperation, imploring him, begging 
him, kneeling before him in humility, asking, “if he wills, please help us in our situa-
tion.”  

My dad, is an excellent handyman. He has been ever since I could remember. If 
there was a problem around the house, he’d be on it straight away. And now with 
Youtube he’s even better. He managed to change the floor boards to my brother’s 
place some years ago. He’s managed to root out bamboo at my brother’s place 
with the help of my mother. Renovate kitchens. Sometimes, with my bad back, I 
can’t do the lawn at the manse. Do you think that my dad finds it a burden when I 
ask him to help with mowing the lawn? Or do you think he takes it with great joy to 
help out his son with the lawn? When we go to Jesus, do you think he’s bothered 
or do you think he’s joyful because you’ve gone to him asking for help? Of course, 
the answer has to be that he is joyful in being asked. Of course the answer is that 
he has compassion on us!  

Do you know that according to Charles Spurgeon, that the only place in the NT that 
Jesus reveals what his heart is is in Matthew 11:28-30 where he describes himself 
as gentle and lowly in heart? That is his heart towards you and me. He is gentle to-
wards you and me. He never closes his heart off towards you even in your darkest 
moments. Dane Ortlund in “Gentle and Lowly: The Heart of Christ for Sinners and 
Sufferers” writes this about Jesus. 

Meek. Humble. Gentle. Jesus is not trigger-happy. Not harsh, reactionary, easily ex-
asperated. He is the most understanding person in the universe. The posture most 
natural to him is not a pointed finger but open arms. 

Are you afraid of what Jesus might say about your concerns? Are you afraid that Je-
sus doesn’t like you because of your sin? Are you afraid of Jesus because you fear 
that you are unclean? That is far from the truth. A doctor might understand the ill-
ness you have, but they often don’t share your disease. But Jesus, he’s the one who 
bears everything with us. This is the challenge, will you go to Jesus? Will you go to 
Jesus like the leper, kneeling before him, imploring him, being humble before him.  
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Restores  

Jesus isn’t only one who reaches out, he also restores. We see that in both encoun-
ters here don’t we? As Jesus restores the leper, and as Jesus restores the paralytic. 
We’ve seen that as in the past couple of weeks, that Jesus has the power to restore, 
to heal us of our infirmities, our illnesses and our sicknesses.  

But when we look at this second encounter of Jesus, what should really strike us is 
the fact that Jesus himself makes a connection between the paralytic’s illness and 
sin. Have a look at what happens, 

And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof 
above him, and when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which 
the paralytic lay.And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your 
sins are forgiven.” (Mark 2:4–5 ESV) 

The idea that our illnesses and sicknesses are linked to our sin is something that we 
may not be comfortable today. But the Scriptures often make a connection be-
tween the two. For example,  

As for me, I said, “O LORD, be gracious to me; heal me, for I have sinned against 
you!” (Psalm 41:4 ESV) 

And  

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who forgives all your iniq-
uity, who heals all your diseases, (Psalm 103:2–3 ESV) 

That’s not to say that we get sick because we sin. There isn’t always a connection 
between our sickness and sin. It could just be because after the Fall (Genesis 3), the 
fact that our world is broken means we get sick! Just like Job in the Old Testament 
who suffered despite the fact that he was righteous before God. Here, we’re not 
told that it’s because the man has specific sin that has caused him to be paralysed, 
Jesus has just declared that the man’s sins have been forgiven. The scribes who are 
witnessing Jesus here are amazed by what Jesus says, because it shows that Jesus 
is declaring himself as God. Mark is showing us that Jesus, has the right, he has the 
prerogative to do this. Only he can do that because he’s the son of God (Mark 1:1). 
Jesus declares he is the son of Man (Daniel 7) with the authority to forgive sins. He 
shows he has the power to forgive sins by healing the man of his paralysis. Show-
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ing that he could do the harder thing therefore showing that he could do the easi-
er thing.  

But what we really need to be confronted with here is the fact Jesus himself, as we 
witness him in this encounter, sees the importance for the forgiveness of sins. That 
the root of all our problems stems from our sins. This is not me that is suggesting it, 
it’s Jesus himself. Jesus sees the problem that the paralytic man has and sees it as a 
sin problem.  

Say I went to the doctor’s and I said that my arm hurts. There’s a wound on my arm. 
I would doubt my doctor’s ability if he just said to me, “Just put a bandaid on the 
wound” when in fact the wound is there because I had in fact broken my arm and 
my bone was sticking outside my skin! I would be angry at my doctor for not ad-
dressing the root problem, my broken bone. Sometimes, it feels like when we con-
front the brokenness of the world, we don’t actually address the root problem. 

Let me ask, how do we look at the forgiveness of our sins? Maybe we say to our-
selves, “I have money, I had a good career, I have a good home, friends, family, I 
just need Jesus.” And I would say, No! That is a terrible way to think about it. What I 
am concerned about is not whether you had lots of money, a good career. What 
I’m concerned about is whether Jesus is number one in your life. You can have 
nothing in this world except for Jesus and that is okay because you have Christ!  

Where is your hope for restoration? Maybe, you’re like me and you’ve worried 
about your looks. I’m 35 turning 36 soon. You know in twenty, thirty years, every-
thing will be sagging. I’ll get grey hair. My joints will start aching. Maybe you’re say-
ing “Been there, done that, I’m living that life right now.” Medications don’t work, 
you have sleepless nights. You hope for restoration in your body today. But life is a 
vapour, it is going to be fleeting, like we heard from the preacher in Ecclesiastes. 
My body will wear out, it won’t get better as time goes by. How many of us fear 
death in our lives?  

Can we be confident Jesus will restore us? To restore our relationships, our health, 
our lives? Yes! Of course we can, when we look to what Jesus does for us through 
his death and resurrection, we know that Jesus has addressed our need for the for-
giveness of our sins. That’s his furious love right there. And if he’s addressed our 
need for forgiveness, we can put our trust in Jesus for all things. And we can most 
certainly trust him. To restore all things in heaven and on earth. 
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Our Response 

Let’s talk about our response to Jesus. Because when we look at these two encoun-
ters, the leper and the paralytics friends are really examples for us for our response 
to Jesus.  

I love the leper, because of his faith. As I mentioned earlier, he gets on his knees 
and pleads with Jesus. But I also love the faith of the paralytics friends. Their faith is 
shown in their actions. Their actions show what faith ought to look like. There was 
determination and there was desperation. I wonder what it would have looked like, 
for the owner of the house to see his house’s roof being taken off, utterly de-
stroyed. Mark literally writes that they’ve unroofed the roof! It’s a great picture of 
faith shown here, that they’re willing to get to Jesus in order for their friend to be 
healed. In order for their friend to be restored. The determination and their desper-
ation to see their friend healed. 

Is our response to Jesus’ reaching out and restoration like that? When people look 
at our faith in Jesus, do they see determination? Do they see desperation? Or do 
they see people who are lukewarm in their faith? Do they see people who are not 
on fire for Jesus and his mission to the world? Do they see people who say, “having 
a a little of Jesus is good enough for me. Just give me salvation, but I don’t ask me 
to change my life. Don’t ask me to live my life differently, because I’m really quite 
comfortable.” Because that is not what faith is. Especially when we have the God of 
the universe who has compassion, and went so far to restore us that he gave his 
own life for you and me.


