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Sunday, 1 August 2021 

Welcome 

Good morning church! Another week in lockdown. 

As you would have seen, Rachel has been putting VLOGs together, she works very 
hard to put these together for the benefit of us, so please remember to send her 
your recipes or even photos and videos of your cooking by next Sunday. 

If you’re interested in being involved more with church, you can join a prayer meet-
ing on Wednesday morning, or Saturday morning. Or you can join one of our bible 
study groups. We have a couple of Wednesdays currently running. 

Also, if you know an essential worker, or a health care worker, maybe you can say 
thank you to them! The number of tests, the pressure, the long hours can be tiring 
and exhausting. I think it’s important that we continue to acknowledge them. 

Opening 

I’m going to read from Psalm 118 this morning. Can I encourage you to open your 
bibles to Psalm 118 as we read that. You might want to join in. As you open your 
bibles to Psalm 118, let me give some background to it. Psalm 118 is a Psalm of 
thanksgiving! Because it begins and ends with the same words, giving thanks to 
the Lord, for he is good, his steadfast love endures forever. The Psalmist here gives 
thanks to God because of salvation. Psalm 118 is actually one of the Psalms (Psalm 
113 to 118) that was often read by the Jews during the Passover feast as they re-
membered their deliverance from Egypt.  

We can be like the Psalmist. We give thanks to God because of salvation. Because 
he has saved us from our sins through Jesus’ death and resurrection.  
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Psa. 118:1    Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

  for his steadfast love endures forever! 

 

Psa. 118:2    Let Israel say, 

  “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

3  Let the house of Aaron say, 

  “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

4  Let those who fear the LORD say, 

  “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

Psa. 118:5    Out of my distress I called on the LORD; 

  the LORD answered me and set me free. 

6  The LORD is on my side; I will not fear. 

  What can man do to me? 

7  The LORD is on my side as my helper; 

  I shall look in triumph on those who hate me. 

 

Psa. 118:8    It is better to take refuge in the LORD 

  than to trust in man. 

9  It is better to take refuge in the LORD 

  than to trust in princes. 

Psa. 118:10    All nations surrounded me; 

  in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 

11  They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side; 
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  in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 

12  They surrounded me like bees; 

  they went out like a fire among thorns; 

  in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 

13  I was pushed hard, so that I was falling, 

  but the LORD helped me. 

 

Psa. 118:14    The LORD is my strength and my song; 

  he has become my salvation. 

15  Glad songs of salvation 

  are in the tents of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the LORD does valiantly, 

16  the right hand of the LORD exalts, 

  the right hand of the LORD does valiantly!” 

 

Psa. 118:17    I shall not die, but I shall live, 

  and recount the deeds of the LORD. 

18  The LORD has disciplined me severely, 

  but he has not given me over to death. 

 

Psa. 118:19    Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

  that I may enter through them 

  and give thanks to the LORD. 
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20  This is the gate of the LORD; 

  the righteous shall enter through it. 

21  I thank you that you have answered me 

  and have become my salvation. 

22  The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone. 

23  This is the LORD’S doing; 

  it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24  This is the day that the LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Psa. 118:25    Save us, we pray, O LORD! 

  O LORD, we pray, give us success! 

 

Psa. 118:26    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 

  We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

27  The LORD is God, 

  and he has made his light to shine upon us. 

  Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, 

  up to the horns of the altar! 

 

Psa. 118:28    You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 

  you are my God; I will extol you. 
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29  Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

  for his steadfast love endures forever! 

You’ll notice that Psalm 118 is referenced in Mark 11 and 12 as we’ll look at today. 
And this Psalm has in fact been used in church history. The famous Reformer Martin 
Luther used verse 17 of this Psalm as his motto, “I shall not die, but I shall live, and 
recount the deeds of the LORD.” I wonder whether we can say the same thing? I 
shall not die, but shall live and recount the deeds of the LORD! Just like Martin 
Luther we can give thanks to God because of salvation.  

Prayer  

We’re going to pray, and at the end I’ll invite you to join me in saying the Lord’s 
prayer. 

Heavenly Father, we thank you this morning that you heard your people’s prayers, 
“Save us, we pray! O LORD” and you sent your son Jesus Christ into the world to 
save us. Not to save us from political oppression but rather from our sins. Thank you 
Heavenly Father that not only are you our creator, but you are also our redeemer. 
We worship you on this Lord’s day, Thank you that Jesus is the cornerstone, we trust 
in him and wholly in his name. It is Christ alone that we place our faith in, and noth-
ing else.  

God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned against your majesty in thought, 
word, and deed, by the things we have done, and by the things we have left un-
done. We have not loved you with heart, soul, mind, and strength, and we have not 
loved our neighbour as ourselves. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
Name,  

We are now going to say the Lord’s prayer,  

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
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temptation, But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, The power, and the 
glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

Scripture Reading  

I’m going to ask Rachel to read to us from Mark 11:27-12:12 (ESV). I would encour-
age you to open your bibles and follow along as we look at this passage together. 

Mark 11:27   And they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was walking in the tem-
ple, the chief priests and the scribes and the elders came to him, 28 and they said 
to him, “By what authority are you doing these things, or who gave you this authority 
to do them?” 29 Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question; answer me, and I 
will tell you by what authority I do these things. 30 Was the baptism of John from 
heaven or from man? Answer me.” 31 And they discussed it with one another, say-
ing, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 32 But 
shall we say, ‘From man’?”—they were afraid of the people, for they all held that John 
really was a prophet. 33 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And Jesus  said 
to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 

Mark 12:1   And he began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard 
and put a fence around it and dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower, and 
leased it to tenants and went into another country. 2 When the season came, he 
sent a servant to the tenants to get from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 
And they took him and beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 4 Again he sent 
to them another servant, and they struck him on the head and treated him shame-
fully. 5 And he sent another, and him they killed. And so with many others: some 
they beat, and some they killed. 6 He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he 
sent him to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 7 But those tenants said to one 
another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 8 
And they took him and killed him and threw him out of the vineyard. 9 What will the 
owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants and give the vine-
yard to others. 10 Have you not read this Scripture: 

  “‘The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 
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11   this was the Lord’s doing, 

  and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” 

 

Mark 12:12   And they were seeking to arrest him but feared the people, for they 
perceived that he had told the parable against them. So they left him and went 
away.  

Devotional 

Before we look at this passage, let’s pray.  

Father, thank you for your word. We ask that you would help us to find encourage 
from this passage this morning. Help us to live for Jesus. In his name, Amen. 

Something that I really enjoy is Where’s Wally? You know those books where you 
have to find Wally, the guy with glasses, the beanie and the striped shirt? I recently 
saw a Big Bang Theory episode where they had to look for Wally but they had to 
take their glasses off to find Wally. Rachel has cousins, I love competing with them 
in finding Wally. But the thing Rachel forgot to mention was the fact that they had 
already memorised where Wally was on each page. It’s no fun when you know 
where Wally is.  

But I wonder what happens if you were to look at the page, but you didn’t know 
what you were looking for? You didn’t realise that you were looking for Wally. You’d 
say that you were completely missing the point right? You’d say, oh there’s a lot of 
people. You’d see the forest, but you’d miss the point. You’d miss Wally and it 
would be a complete waste of time. 

When we read the Scriptures, do we do the same thing, do we miss the point? 
When you read the Scriptures, what are you looking for? Are you trying to gain 
knowledge for knowledge sake. Do you try to gain more understanding of what life 
was like 2,000 years ago. Do we look for ways to improve our lives? Don’t get me 
wrong, gaining knowledge, and understanding the background is really important, 
improving our life is also a good thing. But like Where’s Wally, we can sometimes 
miss the point. We can search the scriptures, and yet miss the point completely.  
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Today, I want to encourage you, as a follower of Jesus, to pay careful attention to 
Jesus. To listen to him. As we look at this passage together, there are three things 
that we can do to pay attention. Firstly, accept his authority. Secondly, confess. 
Thirdly, live for him. I like to think of the acronym ACL. Accept, confess and live.  

Accept 

Let’s look at that first point. Accept his authority. Have a look with me, at verses 27 
to 33.  

And they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was walking in the temple, the chief 
priests and the scribes and the elders came to him, and they said to him, “By what 
authority are you doing these things, or who gave you this authority to do them?” 
Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question; answer me, and I will tell you by 
what authority I do these things. Was the baptism of John from heaven or from 
man? Answer me.” And they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But shall we say, ‘From 
man’?”—they were afraid of the people, for they all held that John really was a 
prophet. So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And Jesus  said to them, “Nei-
ther will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” Mark 11:26-33 (ESV) 

We need to learn to accept his authority. Here in this passage, Jesus is asked, by 
what authority he has been doing miracles, healing people, casting out demons. 
And he refuses to answer. And he’s smart, because he tests the chief priests, 
scribes and elders, and asks whether what they think John’s baptism was from man 
or from heaven? And because they fear the crowd, they refuse to answer. They’re 
entrapped by Jesus.  

But on another level, as we’ve looked through the gospel of Mark, we know that 
even if Jesus was to show that his authority is from heaven, we know that the chief 
priests, the scribes and the elders would not believe him. They refuse to believe 
him. They keep asking for signs, but they refuse to believe, they don’t accept his 
authority. 

Do you know people like that? People who refuse to believe Jesus? Who refuse to 
accept his authority? You tell them all the reasons why they can take Jesus at his 
word. Show them all the ways that Jesus is faithful in his love. And yet they refuse to 
believe. They want another miracle. They want another sign. It’s never ending! They 
have hardened hearts.  



9

It’s what the Israelites were doing. Jesus tells a parable about a vineyard. A man 
who owns a vineyard who leases it out to tenants. And yet the tenants refuse to ac-
knowledge the owner. The owner sends servants and eventually his son. And it’s an 
analogy for what the Israelites are doing with God. God sends to them prophet, af-
ter prophet. Some prophets are killed. And eventually, God sends his one and only 
son Jesus Christ, and we see that they reject him. It’s sad!  

The Israelites harden their hearts against Jesus. And they eventually kill him. We 
know people who are like that, they refuse to believe. But maybe, that is you. 
Maybe you’ve come across this video, and you you refuse to believe that Jesus has 
authority from heaven. You keep asking for sign, after sign. More evidence. But 
here’s a warning for you if you’re that. God is being patient with you. But his pa-
tience will come to an end. And I don’t want you to be like the scribes, the chief 
priests and the elders who completely reject Jesus. You still have an opportunity to 
put your trust in Jesus.  

Confess 

But I suspect for many of us watching this video, we’re not in that boat. Rather we 
have put our trust in Jesus. So let’s talk about the second thing. Confess.  

If we were honest with ourselves, we would say that there are areas of our life that 
we have not completely given over to Jesus. There are certain areas of our lives 
where we don’t pay attention to Jesus. Maybe for you it’s money. Maybe for you it’s 
a relationship. Maybe it’s pride. Maybe it’s talking about other people behind their 
back. 

I have to admit, as I reflected on this passage, it occurred to me that there are areas 
that I don’t pay attention to Jesus. I struggle with his authority at times. Full disclo-
sure, I’ll give you an example. Yes there are times when I worry. I don’t trust Jesus to 
take care of me. I don’t trust that Jesus is taking care of me. Even when Jesus says, 
in Matthew 6, Do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, what you will 
drink, what you will wear. Yes! There are times I find that hard, at times, I lose focus 
on seeking the kingdom of God and his righteousness and trust him to add every-
thing else. And I have to admit, it’s something that I need to repent of. I need to say 
sorry to God for and seek first the kingdom of God.  
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Can I ask respectfully, is there something that you not paying close attention to 
what Jesus is saying to you? Is there something that you struggle to believe Jesus 
in? What is it?  

Here I want to invite you to confess it to our Heavenly Father. Confession is a part of 
our walk with Jesus. Imagine for a moment, that your children did you wrong. 
They’ll always be your children right? But imagine they don’t say sorry? Would you 
be close to your children or would you be closer if there is forgiveness? Of course 
there is forgiveness. Confess the ways that you have not lived the way that he has 
wanted you to live. In fact, the Scriptures talk about confessing our sins to God. 
We’re told that in 1 John 1, that if we think we have no sin then we are deceiving 
ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, then he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

So can you say sorry to Jesus for not trusting him in something and seek to trust 
him now? I’m going to lead us in prayer now, to say sorry to Jesus for the ways in 
which we don’t take him seriously. You might not think it’s important, but let me 
ask, what does the Lord’s prayer say? Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Confession is an important part of being a follower of Jesus. Let’s 
pray, before we continue. 

Heavenly Father, as we reflect on our week, there have been times, where we have 
not trusted in your life giving promises to us. For example, you have told us to not 
worry about anything but to trust you in prayer and thanksgiving. We have not loved 
you with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbour as 
ourself. Please forgive us. Help us to live rightly as your adopted children. In Jesus 
name, Amen. 

Live 

We can do well to pay close attention to Jesus by accepting his authority, confess-
ing our sins and finally, live for Jesus. Well, Jesus in this passage tells this parable 
of a man who planted a vineyard. And Jesus says something really interesting that I 
want to draw your attention to.  

Have you not read this Scripture: “‘The stone that the builders rejected has become 
the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” Mark 
12:10–11 (ESV) 
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We are called to live for Jesus because Jesus himself is our cornerstone. A corner-
stone that was used to help build a house. The cornerstone that helped determine 
the rest of the house, every measurement was made in relationship to that corner-
stone. Everything was made in alignment to that stone. It’s the foundation of the 
building.  

Jesus Christ is the foundation of our lives. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, 
We have salvation, we have the forgiveness of our sins. We have a true and living 
relationship with God. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we can pray Psalm 
118 which I read out earlier. We can say, “Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we 
pray, give us success!” (Psa. 118:25 ESV). And as we look to Jesus Christ, we know 
that what was intended for evil by the scribes, the elders and the chief priests, turns 
out for our good.  

Is Jesus the rock on which you build your life? Is he the centre of your life by which 
everything in your life is measured? Do you love your family the way that Jesus 
would love family? Do you use money in the same way that Jesus would use mon-
ey? Do you trust Jesus when you don’t know what to do? If you build your life on 
the LORD Jesus Christ, even when the rains come down, and the winds shake, your 
life will still be secure. Put him at the centre of your life. Pun him at the centre of 
your life because he is LORD, he is the boss and he is worthy of your trust.  

Let’s pray. 

Thank you Lord Jesus, thank you that you are the cornerstone. Thank you that you 
are the rock on which our lives are built on. In your name we pray. Amen. 

Church Family Prayer 

I’m going to let Margaret Rolland pray the church family prayer this week. Thank 
you Margaret for serving us this way.  

Thank you church family for all of your love and prayerfulness. Let's pray together 
now.  
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Dear Lord and Heavenly Father, thank you for each new day. The heavens declare 
the glory of God and the skies proclaim the work of your hands. You, Lord Jesus, re-
mind us to seek first Your kingdom and then there is no need to worry about tomor-
row or the future. You are the great I AM and your Presence is with us always. 

 

Most importantly, Lord God, we need to realise during this time of uncertainty how 
urgent it is to spread God's love to someone who is longing to hear the truth of the 
Gospel. Help us to question our hearts ....Are we praying passionately for even one 
person we know who is just waiting for us to share God's love with them? Is it ur-
gent? Yes it is, Lord, so please help each one of us today to look out for an opportu-
nity to proclaim that you came to this earth to save Your people from their sin 
through Your death and resurrection. You alone can save us, Lord, and it is critical to 
know that "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." (John 3:16)  

 

So many, many hearts have need of Prayer; Oh, let us pray! 

 

Lord, now we thank You for our church family.... some facing suffering in different 
ways.... physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually. We thank you for keeping us 
close together as we take care of each other and then look outwardly to see if 
someone needs a helping hand or encouragement in some special way. Thankyou 
for Justin and Rachel during this time and we pray your blessing on them both as 
they serve you so faithfully. We take this opportunity to pray for the young people 
who are sitting for the trial HSC exams and are doing it hard this year. Please give 
them Your peace and Your comfort as they need Your courage to keep persevering 
to reach their goal. 

 

And finally, Lord, there is a poem titled "Sometimes" that really expresses how we 
can come to you as we are and pour out our hearts to you when the going gets 
tough. This is how it goes: 

Sometimes I sing Alleluia, sometimes I’m filled with pain 
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Sometimes I reach the mountain top, sometimes I try in vain. 

Sometimes I feel so close to God, sometimes He’s so far away. 

Sometimes we walk and talk, sometimes I cannot pray. 

Sometimes I feel so confused, sometimes I understand. 

Sometimes I really need a friend, I feel Jesus take my hand. 

Sometimes I’m really lost in doubt, He helps my mind to see.  

Sometimes I want to turn away, He says “Come follow me.”  

I feel that Jesus is aware of my struggles to be free, to break away from Sometimes 
and to love Him constantly. 

The Lord accepts me as I am, He looks in my heart and sees, 

He knows I try, but I am so weak, He knows and still loves me. 

Author Unknown  

 

May this little poem be a reminder, dear Lord, that we cannot earn our way into 
heaven, but by God's Grace we have that Eternal Hope expressed in Romans 15:13: 

" May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit." 

 

So, dear Lord, with these things on our hearts, may we be absolutely certain that we 
can truly say: ”Yes Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so" 

 

 And it's in the precious Name of Jesus we pray. 

 

Amen 
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Closing 

Thank you Margaret for praying! That was really encouraging. That’s the end of our 
service. I’m going to read a blessing from Jude 24. 

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless 
before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time 
and now and forever. Amen. Jude 1:24–25 (ESV) 

Here’s some hymns for today, 

Cornerstone: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izrk-erhDdk 

A Mighty Fortress is Our God: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1y6VN_g7RXQ 

My Heart is Filled with Thankfulness: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0uiIyE1-
ju8Q 

In Christ Alone: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b52FxBd-HVo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izrk-erhDdk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1y6VN_g7RXQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0uiIyE1ju8Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0uiIyE1ju8Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b52FxBd-HVo

