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Passage 

Mark 9:1   And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here 
who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with 
power.” 

Mark 9:2   And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and 
led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 
3 and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach 
them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with 
Jesus. 5 And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make 
three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 For he did not 
know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 And a cloud overshadowed them, and a 
voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” 8 And sudden-
ly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. 

Mark 9:9   And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell 
no one what they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10 So 
they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead 
might mean. 11 And they asked him, “Why do the scribes say that first Elijah must 
come?” 12 And he said to them, “Elijah does come first to restore all things. And 
how is it written of the Son of Man that he should suffer many things and be treated 
with contempt? 13 But I tell you that Elijah has come, and they did to him whatever 
they pleased, as it is written of him.” 
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Mark 9:14   And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around 
them, and scribes arguing with them. 15 And immediately all the crowd, when they 
saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to him and greeted him. 16 And he 
asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?” 17 And someone from the 
crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that 
makes him mute. 18 And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams 
and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and 
they were not able.” 19 And he answered them, “O faithless generation, how long 
am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.” 20 And 
they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it con-
vulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 
21 And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he 
said, “From childhood. 22 And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to de-
stroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” 23 And 
Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All things are possible for one who believes.” 24 Im-
mediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 
25 And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the un-
clean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of 
him and never enter him again.” 26 And after crying out and convulsing him terri-
bly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is 
dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 28 And 
when he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we 
not cast it out?” 29 And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by any-
thing but prayer.”  

Transcript 

Introduction 

One of my favourite movies is the Matrix, released 1999. I remember someone 
telling me that during the filming of the Matrix, they saw Lawrence Fishburne walk-
ing down the street in Surry Hills. And he exclaimed, “That’s Denzel Washington!” 
Whoops. Apparently Lawrence Fishburne turned around and gave this man a 
frown. Not recognising people can be embarrassing.  
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But not recognising Jesus is serious business. If we don’t understand who Jesus is, 
then it’s going to affect how we live. In this passage that Geoff read out to us, we 
should notice that there are people who recognise Jesus, and it seems that they 
may have only recognised him as teacher. They call him Rabbi. They call him 
teacher. But they may not have recognised him as king. The king with the power.  

And this passage that we’re looking at today, calls each one of us to recognise that 
Jesus is king. If we recognise Jesus as the the king with power, the rightful king, 
then we’re going to do a number of things. Firstly, we’re going to listen. Secondly, 
we’re going to believe. And thirdly, we’ll talk about power through weakness. 

Listen 

Let’s talk about the first point. Listening. Because as we read this passage we 
should first notice what Mark is drawing our attention to. Have a look with me.  

And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not 
taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.” And af-
ter six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain by themselves. Mark 9:1–2 (ESV) 

One thing we shouldn’t miss as we read this passage is that Mark wants to draw 
our attention to the fact that the kingdom of God comes with power. It’s something 
that we need to pay attention to because it’s as Jesus ascends the mountain that 
we see the power of the kingdom. The king has arrived. And it’s a moment for the 
disciples to take note.  

To listen to him.  

Have a look at the passage with me,  

And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my 
beloved Son; listen to him.” And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw any-
one with them but Jesus only. (Mark 9:7-8 ESV) 

What does God the Father say to the disciples? Listen to him. It’s such a simple 
command. But it’s such a serious one. If you don’t hear Jesus, how can you believe? 
If you don’t listen to Jesus, how can you obey him?  
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We all hear, but I wonder whether we listen. I remember when I was working in the 
city, I found it really hard to learn to listen to my bosses. There were times, when I 
thought that I knew better than my bosses. That I had spent five years at university 
and nobody was going to stop me. Maybe, I was better than my seniors, maybe. I 
don’t know, but can I say that I know better than Jesus? Of course not. 

This passage tells us that we are to take listening to Jesus seriously. 

We’re to listen to Jesus because he is the king of kings. As Jesus is on the moun-
tain, he is transformed, his clothing turns white. It’s a picture that would have re-
minded Mark’s original audience of the prophet Daniel. Daniel who was exiled into 
Babylon around the 5th century BC. Daniel who prophesies that God’s chosen one 
would come and would be given dominion and glory and a kingdom, where all 
peoples, nations and languages would serve him, and his dominion would be an 
everlasting kingdom. We’re to listen to Jesus because he is the fulfilment of the 
Old Testament. Here we see both Elijah and Moses on the mountain, both major 
people in the Old Testament. They represent the Law and the Prophets from the 
Old Testament. Jesus is going to fulfil the law and the prophets from the Old Testa-
ment. We’re to listen to Jesus because he is God’s beloved son.  

It is clear that this mountain encounter is to help his disciples and us to realise that 
Jesus is the real deal. He is the rightful ruler of the world. Jesus is king. Jerry 
Bridges, who was a Christian who worked for the Navigators writes this about Je-
sus’ control, his sovereignty. 

This is the essence of God's sovereignty; His absolute independence to do as He 
pleases and His absolute control over the actions of all His creatures. No creature, 
person, or empire can either thwart His will or act outside the bounds of His will. 

Jesus is king. He rules and he can do what he pleases. So can I ask, do we recog-
nise him for that? Do we listen to him? To the one who has power and dominion 
and glory. One author writes this,  

Jesus has a right to interrupt your life. He is Lord. When you accepted Him as Lord, 
you gave Him the right to help Himself to your life anytime He wants 

Bosses can tell you what to do at work. But Jesus isn’t your boss, he’s your king, 
your Lord. He’s even greater than a boss. He can help himself to your life anytime 
he wants. Your life belongs to him. When my brother got married, I was his best 
man. So my friends and I decided to take him to Bali for his bucks. Thinking that it 
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would be really cool, we decided that we would ride scooters around. The place 
where we rented them from warned us not to leave the area that we were staying. 
So what did we do? We went further out, and I didn’t realise that you needed an in-
ternational driver’s licence. The laws of Indonesia applied there because we were 
driving around there. In the same way, if Jesus rules this world, then we need to lis-
ten to him. 

Can I respectfully ask, are you listening to Him?  

Believe 

Not only are we to listen but we are to believe. This is the second point. And that’s 
what we see when Jesus comes down the mountain and we come to a situation 
where it looks like a child suffers epilepsy. But we’re told by the Word of God that 
the boy had an unclean spirit in him. But the emphasis of the passage is the impor-
tance of faith. The importance of belief.  

The disciples can’t cast out the demon, only Jesus can. And what does Jesus say 
when the disciples ask him why they can’t cast out the demon?  

And when he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could 
we not cast it out?” And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by any-
thing but prayer.” (Mark 9:28–29 ESV) 

Nothing but prayer could cast this demon out. In other words, they needed to have 
faith. The famous French theologian that lived during the Reformation John Calvin 
says that faith and prayer go hand in hand. He writes, 

Prayers are vainly poured out into the air unless accompanied with faith, in which, as 
from a watchtower, we may quietly wait for God. 

To pray, faith is necessary. We may listen to Jesus, but if we don’t believe him then 
our listening is in vain. But how often do we find ourselves to be like the child’s fa-
ther? Where our faith is mixed with unbelief?  

And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he 
said, “From childhood. And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy 
him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” And Jesus 
said to him, “‘If you can’! All things are possible for one who believes.” Immediately 
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the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:21–
24 ESV) 

How often do we struggle with belief and unbelief? How often do doubts and trust, 
hope and fear exist side by side in our hearts? This is so true. How often do we find 
ourselves struggling to believe God when we are going through deep, dark, diffi-
cult circumstances?  

Even the great missionaries of old had doubts. Hudson Taylor the missionary to 
China who founded China Inland Mission had doubts. Apparently, he wanted to 
send more missionaries to the inland but anxiety crept in because it was a danger-
ous endeavour. He writes,  

"There the Lord conquered my unbelief, and I surrendered myself to God for this 
service. I told him that all responsibility as to the issues and consequences must rest 
with him; that as his servant it was mine to obey and to follow him." 

Do you find yourself having doubt, mixed with trust? Do you find yourself in a situa-
tion, where you know that God is good, but you struggle with life because it’s out 
of control. Be comforted! You’re not the only one. My encouragement to you is to 
speak what the boy’s father said, “I believe! Help my unbelief! 

Power through Weakness 

Listen. 

Believe. 

Listen to and believe in Jesus the king. Let’s talk about power through weakness.  

Maybe when you’re looking at this passage, you say, Yes I am listening to Jesus, I 
believe in Him, but then you look at your life and life is a little out of control. And 
you say to yourself, “how can Jesus be good and powerful and yet life is so diffi-
cult?” I feel so weak.  

What we see in this passage is that Jesus is the king, he is powerful through weak-
ness. Let’s have a look. 

And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what 
they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. So they kept the mat-
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ter to themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead might mean. (Mark 
9:9-10 ESV) 

Recognising Jesus as the powerful king means that we need to recognising his 
weakness. That Jesus is the shepherd who willingly lays his life down for his sheep. 
By laying his life down for his enemies. In Jesus’ world, strength comes through 
weakness. Strength comes through humility. Paul the Apostle writes, that Jesus 
humbled himself. Taking on human flesh even though being God, and he even 
humbled himself even to death, death on a cross. That’s the kind of power that Je-
sus had. It’s a power that doesn’t make any sense to the world. It’s a power that the 
world will never understand. Paul writes that Jesus’ death on the cross is foolish-
ness to the Greeks, and a stumbling block to the Jews, but it is the power of God 
and wisdom of God. The weakness of God is stronger than men (1 Corinthians 
1:24-25).  

Growing up, my mum would borrow books and videos from the library. And one of 
the videos that she borrowed was the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Le-
wis. And maybe you’ve read the books or seen the video. It’s got Christian themes 
to it. But I remember as a child being traumatised because Aslan, the Lion, makes a 
sacrifice for his friend Edmund. He makes the ultimate sacrifice. He doesn’t resist 
the witch. I was so upset that Aslan died. I was so upset that I stopped watching af-
ter that point. Oh, we might laugh at that, because we know the ending of the sto-
ry.  

But that’s how we find life like! We are so upset with the suffering, and the hardship 
we go through that we want to turn it off. We check out. We lose hope because it 
feels like we’ve lost everything.  

I wish I could have said to my younger self, keep watching. Don’t turn off the televi-
sion. Please continue. Because if only I had watched the end of the Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe, I would have realised that Aslan’s death was not the end. That 
Death could not hold him down. That the sacrifice that Aslan made would not be 
the end, and there would be hope. As, C.S. Lewis writes, 

if the witch knew the true meaning of sacrifice, she might of interpreted the deep 
magic differently. But when a willing victim who has committed no treachery, is 
killed in a traitors stead. The stone table would crack, and even death itself would 
turn backwards. 
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In Christ’s weakness, there is power. In Christ’s weakness, there is victory. That’s 
something that we need to learn. That when we find ourselves weak, when there 
are circumstances we face, we are weak, then we need to remind ourselves that 
Christ is strong. Just as Paul, himself writes, 

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, 
then I am strong. 2 Corinthians 12:9–10 (ESV) 

Can I ask, do you find yourself weak? Run to Christ, because he is strong! He is 
strong for you! Listen, and believe. Let’s pray. 


