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Sunday, 12 September 2021 

Announcements 

Well, hello everyone! Another Sunday, another service. Rachel and I want to say 
that we really miss seeing you on Sundays and hope that we get to see you again 
real soon maybe in October sometime. There’s no announcements at the moment, 
but if you do need some pastoral care, we can give you a call and pray with you 
over the phone.  

Challenge 

Today’s challenge, I was reflecting on our government leaders, and I know that you 
all have differing opinions on our leaders. Maybe you like some of them, maybe 
you despise them, but as Christians we’re told to love them, to show them honour 
because we are told that they have been placed over us by God (Romans 13). So 
here’s today’s challenge, I’m going to read 1 Timothy 2, 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 
be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead 
a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 1 Timothy 2:1–2 (ESV) 

I want us this week to be praying for the government leaders. And I don’t mean just 
Gladys or Scott. I mean all the leaders of our country. Other states too. Maybe you 
don’t like them, you tell others how much you despise them, or maybe you really 
like them and you tell others how much of a good job that they’re doing, but the 
thing is, what we are to do is not put our hope in them. The thing is what we are to 
do with our leaders is to love them. We are to pray for them. To give thanks for 
them too. We are to pray and give thanks for ALL People, for ALL who are in high 
positions no matter whether we like or loathe them. That’s my challenge for this 
week, will you accept the challenge? 
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Colossians 1 

Well, as I said last week, June gave me a copy of Know Your Bible, the one on 
Colossians and Philemon titled, Anchored in Christ. And I’ve been going through it, 
and it’s been really encouraging.  

I thought I would continue my reading of Colossians 1. I think that’s a great way 
thing to do today and that is to remember who Jesus is. We can have all the knowl-
edge in the world and yet if we do not know Jesus, we are lost. It’s a great way to 
celebrate who Jesus is, to worship him, give him praise. 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for 
him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the 
head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that 
in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has 
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 
blameless and above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith, sta-
ble and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which 
has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a 
minister. Colossians 1:15–23 (ESV) 

Some scholars believe that this section was actually a hymn that was sung. I love it 
because it shows that Jesus is supreme. If we have all the knowledge in the world, 
but have no knowledge of Jesus, then we are lost. But if we only have knowledge 
of Jesus, then we are safe. Jesus is supreme. Jesus is creator. He made all things. 
Jesus is sustainer. Everything continues life, including us, because Jesus allows it 
to. And Jesus is life. He is the first one to rise from the grave and will never die. 
That’s incredible and we share in his life. Once we were in darkness, but now as we 
trust in Jesus, God now sees us as holy. Isn’t that amazing news, no condemnation, 
no guilt, no shame. Love from God. 
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Confession 

Today, I thought we would say the Nicene Creed together. The Nicene creed was 
written in the 4th century. And in some ways it builds on the Apostle’s creed.  

We believe in one God the Father Almighty,  

Maker of heaven and earth,  

and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  

begotten of the Father before all worlds,  

God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God,  

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father  

by whom all things were made;  

who for us, and for our salvation,  

came down from heaven,  

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man,  

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered and was buried,  

and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,  

and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead,  

whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,  
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who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified,  

who spoke by the prophets.  

And we believe one holy universal and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. 

And we look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Scripture 

We’re going to read Mark 14:53-74, 

Mark 14:53   And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests and the 
elders and the scribes came together. 54 And Peter had followed him at a distance, 
right into the courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting with the guards and 
warming himself at the fire. 55 Now the chief priests and the whole council were 
seeking testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but they found none. 56 For 
many bore false witness against him, but their testimony did not agree. 57 And 
some stood up and bore false witness against him, saying, 58 “We heard him say, ‘I 
will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I will build anoth-
er, not made with hands.’” 59 Yet even about this their testimony did not agree. 60 
And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer to 
make? What is it that these men testify against you?” 61 But he remained silent and 
made no answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of 
the Blessed?” 62 And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at 
the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 63 And the high 
priest tore his garments and said, “What further witnesses do we need? 64 You have 
heard his blasphemy. What is your decision?” And they all condemned him as de-
serving death. 65 And some began to spit on him and to cover his face and to strike 
him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” And the guards received him with blows. 
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Mark 14:66   And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the 
high priest came, 67 and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, 
“You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68 But he denied it, saying, “I neither 
know nor understand what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the 
rooster crowed. 69 And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the by-
standers, “This man is one of them.” 70 But again he denied it. And after a little 
while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for you are 
a Galilean.” 71 But he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not 
know this man of whom you speak.” 72 And immediately the rooster crowed a sec-
ond time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster 
crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. 

Mark 14:53-74 (ESV) 

Devotional 

Have you ever thought that you were a failure? Maybe you have. Perhaps, you re-
flect on your life and there have been many bumps on the road. Relationship is-
sues, friendships that have gone sour. It’s gotten to the point where it’s not that 
you’ve just failed once, but you feel like you are a failure.  

To be honest with you, I have felt that at points in my life. In fact, recently, I’ve been 
confronted with the friendships that I’ve lost in the past and I can feel like a failure. 
Maybe for you it was a business or work thing that went wrong. Where you didn’t 
take the road less travelled. Perhaps you’re full of regret at the things that you 
didn’t do which you wished that you did and the things that you did do that you 
wished that you didn’t. It’s easy for us to mull over our weaknesses. It’s easy for us 
to focus on how we are weak. It’s easy to be confronted by our limitations.  

Today, as we continue our time in the gospel of Mark, I’m reminded of the theme 
of weaknesses, failures and limitations because of the example of Peter. Not just 
Peter, all the disciples that we saw last week, including the young man who runs off 
naked. Because the picture that we have here is one of abandonment. Every single 
disciple abandons Jesus at his hour of need.  

Last week, we saw that each of the disciples, makes a pledge to Jesus that they 
would stick to him until the very end. Jesus prophesies, and he says this,  
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And Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shep-
herd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go before you 
to Galilee. Mark 14:27 (ESV)  

And what do the disciples do? Rash Peter declares that  

Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall away, I will not.” And Jesus said to him, 
“Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me 
three times.” But he said emphatically, “If I must die with you, I will not deny you.” 
And they all said the same.” Mark 14:28–31 (ESV) 

Mark is showing us the depth of how much the disciples abandon Jesus. Over and 
over again, we’re reminded of how lonely Jesus becomes. One by one, they all 
abandon Jesus. Peter, James and John are asleep in the garden of Gethsemane as 
Jesus struggles in his emotions to obey his Heavenly Father. They fall asleep on 
him not once, but twice! And then when Judas Iscariot comes with the mob to ar-
rest Jesus, all the disciples, we’re told that they “all left him and they fled” (verse 50) 
And we’re even told that a naked young man abandons him (verse 51-52)! Such 
was the desperation of Jesus’ followers to run away that a man didn’t bother to re-
trieve his linen cloth. And then finally, Peter, here in this scene besides the fire, de-
clares with a loud voice before the people that he does not know Jesus. And the 
rooster crows twice.  

I wonder how Peter felt? We’re told a little, aren’t we, we’re told. 

But he (Peter) began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know this 
man of whom you speak.” And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And 
Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you 
will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. Mark 14:71–72 (ESV) 

These are very real human beings, with very real emotions, and very real fears. And 
not one disciple remains to be with Jesus when he goes before the Sanhedrin, the 
Jewish judicial council. Not even Peter. I hope that we see the darkness, the valley 
of the shadow of death that Jesus walks through all alone, by himself.  

But I also want us to be confronted with the failure of the disciples. The faithless-
ness of the disciples in these scenes because they’re very real! J.C. Ryle in his com-
mentary on this chapter makes the comment that “the best of men are men.” And 
he’s right. There are days when I feel like I’m soaring, and there are days where it 
feels like I’m crawling. I have to remember that the days that I soar, when I’m win-
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ning at life, I am still only a human being. I’m not Jesus. I’m not superman. The dis-
ciples are a warning to us, that we mustn’t be overconfident in our own strength.  

So let me ask, do we think too much of our own strength? Are we overconfident? 
Recently, Rachel and I were watching the Olympic climbing. It was the only sport 
that we watched because it’s something that both Rachel and I enjoy even though 
I’m afraid of heights. And one of the male climbers, I kept saying to a friend of 
mine, “he’s going to get a medal, he’s going to get a medal! He’s a beast. He’s go-
ing to get gold, he’s not going to get anything except for gold.” And then… what 
does he get? Absolutely nothing and I look pretty stupid in front of my friend. Do 
you know the sort of experience that I’m talking about? I was overconfident in my 
own strength, and knowledge and I looked like a fool. We need to be careful not to 
be overconfident in our own strength. 

But here’s the encouragement, there’s hope. Today, I want to remind you that 
there’s hope. And I want you, instead of feeling like a failure, when you are con-
fronted with your own limitations, and your own weaknesses, there’s hope. We 
have Jesus Christ. We have one who has not failed.  

J.C. Ryle says this,  

Ministers fail them. Relations fail them. Friends fail them. Jesus knows what it is to 
see friends and disciples failing Him in the hour of need. Yet He bore it patiently, 
and loved them notwithstanding all. He is never weary of forgiving. Let us strive to 
do likewise. Jesus, at any rate, will never fail us. It is written, "His compassions fail 
not" (Lam. 3:22). 

Can you believe that your minister fails? Of course he does. Family and friends fail. 
You and I fail others. But don’t look at your minister, don’t look at your family or 
your friends, look to Jesus. Who through weakness, silence before his accusers, ul-
timately shows his power. Look to Jesus who through humility, being humble even 
to death on the cross, shows he is the Son of Man, the ruler over all creation. Even 
when he was falsely accused, determined to be guilty before a kangaroo court, he 
shows himself to be the chosen one sent from God to rescue us out of darkness 
and brings us into the light. The king who sets us free from sin. Jesus has never 
failed us. Jesus will never fail us. His love never fails, never ends, never gives up on 
you.  
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I think about Peter, and how Peter wept at his betrayal of Jesus. But it comforts me. 
Because even with Peter who betrayed Jesus, there was redemption. After Jesus’ 
resurrection, what does Jesus say to Peter? He has this encounter that’s recorded in 
John 21 and Peter full of doubting is confronted and comforted by Jesus. Jesus 
asks, “Peter, do you love me?” Yes I love you Jesus. Jesus asks him three times in to-
tal this question. Peter is grieved by the time Jesus asks him the third time. Yes of 
course I love you. I often wonder why Jesus asks Peter that question especially 
when he knows the hearts of men. I think that Jesus asks Peter that question to help 
Peter realise that he does indeed love Jesus. I think that Jesus is helping Peter re-
alise that it’s not about focusing on our weaknesses, our limitations. It’s not about 
focusing on our strengths either. It’s about focusing on our love for Jesus. And Je-
sus’ love for us.  

I’ve been thinking about this lockdown and I’ve asked this question whenever I’ve 
had an appropriate chance. I ask people, which lockdown has been harder last 
year’s lockdown or this one? And you know the answer in every single conversation 
that I’ve had has been? It’s been this one that we’re going through. It’s because 
there’s no novelty in this second lockdown. It’s tougher because there have been 
moments where there hasn’t been any end in sight. You follow the rules but others 
don’t. It’s frustrating. But where’s your confidence? Where’s your security? Is your 
security found in what others are or aren’t doing? Maybe our security has been in 
our ability, our good looks, our money. But in Jesus’ world, security isn’t found in 
any of these things. Our security is to be found in Jesus’ love for us. We can be in 
danger of placing our confidence in something else other than the burning love of 
Jesus Christ and the finished work of the cross.  

About ten years ago, I was diagnosed with depression. I was in Melbourne, and it 
should have been one of the happiest time in my life at the time. I was in a new city 
working in a job, I had a promotion, I was getting good at my job, I was living by 
myself. But sadly, it was one of the most difficult times of my life. I had friends who 
had abandoned me, I lost a job, and I was feeling really lost. And do you know 
what helped get me through it? It was a friend, a flatmate, who was willing to listen 
to me. Just to be present with me. I reflect on that time and I realise that was a God 
send. I realise it was a gift from God, this flatmate of mine. I realise that God was 
lowly stripping away everything that I was putting my confidence in. He was saying 
to me, “Justin, you’re putting your confidence in everything except the one place 
that you really need to place it, me.”  
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Paul learnt to do that. He said that he counts all things as rubbish, as dung, com-
pared to the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my LORD. To know the 
steadfast love of Jesus Christ, rather than placing any confidence in himself.  

Every time we think we are strong, may we remember to not be confident in our 
own strength. But rather, place our confidence in Jesus’ love for you and me.  

Let’s pray. 

Heavenly Father, please help us to never place confidence in ourselves. To consid-
er our works like the hymn Amazing Grace, to consider them as filthy rags. Help us 
to be like Peter, when Jesus confronted him in John 21, and help us to remember 
it’s not about us. It’s about your love for us. May we have our confidence in that. In 
Jesus name, Amen. 

Church Family Prayer 

Rachel’s going to pray the church family prayer today. Let’s pray, 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

We give you praise for you are an Almighty God, full of love and grace for your 
people. We are sorry for the many times we have failed you, and pray that you will 
help us to grow in godliness and in our relationship with you. Thank you that you 
sent Jesus your one and only Son to save us. Help us to never take this for granted. 

Lord we give you thanks for the privilege it is to be able to call each other brothers 
and sisters in Christ. We are deeply saddened that we have not been able to meet 
in person during the past few months. We give thanks for technology, that we have 
been able to keep in touch through this time. But Lord, it is not the same. We miss 
each other and we long to meet again in person. We pray that You will allow for 
this to happen soon, but in the mean time, please help us to continue encouraging 
and caring for each other well. We pray for those who are feeling lonely and sad, 
that they may feel your presence and comfort during this time. 

We pray for those who have lost a loved one, those who are still mourning. I pray 
that you may give them peace and comfort during this time. We pray fo those 
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around us who are unwell, we pray for your healing upon them. Please give them 
strength and courage to face these difficult times.  

Help each one of us to stay deeply rooted in You, to grow to love You more and 
more each day. May we always have you in our hearts and at the centre of our lives.  

In Jesus name we pray, 

Amen. 

Closing 

Well, that’s the end of our service, I want to read a passage of Ephesians 

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, ac-
cording to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20–21 (ESV) 

I’ve chosen some hymns, please have a look at the description below. 

I Surrender All: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JaHYX2eu9uo 

Jesus, Strong and Kind: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5Y8s-Sz_ac 

It is Well: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zY5o9mP22V0 

From Whom All Blessings Flow: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tP3CsHfU7dc 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JaHYX2eu9uo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5Y8s-Sz_ac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zY5o9mP22V0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tP3CsHfU7dc

