
1

Sunday, 17 October 2021 

Announcements 

Hi everyone!  

I’m recording this before my week off, so the following announcement may be a lit-
tle off. As you know, a week is a long time these days.  

But we’re looking to reopen the church on 31 October. It means that both vaccinat-
ed and non-vaccinated people can come to church. You still need to check in, 
abide by the 4 square meter rule and no singing. As a reminder, the rules will 
change in December.  

If you have any questions, please just ask me or one of the elders.  

Prayer 

Let me read from Jesus’ sermon on the mount. He opens with the following.  

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satis-
fied. 

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
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Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Matthew 5:3–12 (ESV) 

Let’s pray, 

Heavenly Father, thank you that those who are poor in spirit will have the kingdom 
of heaven, those who mourn over their sin, will be comforted, those who are gentle 
will inherit the earth. Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied. 
Thank you that you are merciful. Thank you that you purify hearts that we may see 
you. Help us to be peacemakers, help us to endure persecution knowing that we 
have a greater treasure, far greater than anything we can gain in this world. Help us 
to be follow Jesus and today, please help us be encouraged. In his name, Amen. 

Confession 

Today, I thought we would say the Nicene Creed together. The Nicene creed was 
written in the 4th century. And in some ways it builds on the Apostle’s creed.  

We believe in one God the Father Almighty,  

Maker of heaven and earth,  

and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  

begotten of the Father before all worlds,  

God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God,  

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father  

by whom all things were made;  
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who for us, and for our salvation,  

came down from heaven,  

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man,  

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered and was buried,  

and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,  

and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead,  

whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified,  

who spoke by the prophets.  

And we believe one holy universal and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. 

And we look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Scripture 

We’re going to read Psalm 11, 

Psa. 11:0    To the choirmaster. Of David. 
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Psa. 11:1    In the LORD I take refuge; 

  how can you say to my soul, 

  “Flee like a bird to your mountain, 

2  for behold, the wicked bend the bow; 

  they have fitted their arrow to the string 

  to shoot in the dark at the upright in heart; 

3  if the foundations are destroyed, 

  what can the righteous do?” 

Psa. 11:4    The LORD is in his holy temple; 

  the LORD’S throne is in heaven; 

  his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man. 

5  The LORD tests the righteous, 

  but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence. 

6  Let him rain coals on the wicked; 

  fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup. 

7  For the LORD is righteous; 

  he loves righteous deeds; 

  the upright shall behold his face.  

Devotional 

When you were young, where was your secret hiding place?  
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When Rachel and I got Kristoff, our first cat, there was one night at Roseville where 
it was thunderstorming. But the problem was that Rachel was holding him. All of a 
sudden, the thunder rumbles through, and he jumps a meter into the air. And then 
hides under the bed for the entire night.  

Where do you go when you are afraid? When you are threatened and are in dan-
ger? It’s a question that this Psalm, Psalm 11, asks, where can you hide when you 
are in danger?  

Our world can be a scary place. Can’t it? Political instability. The potential for war. In 
this last couple of weeks, there’s been news of China flying planes over Taiwan. The 
threat of war. Instability in the financial markets because of COVID in the last two 
years. It’s tempting to want to hide. And this Psalm addresses where we need to 
hide. The issue for the Psalmist is something that is just as relevant today.  

There are many places that we can go, to seek refuge and to hide. David in this 
Psalm shows us,  

  how can you say to my soul, 

  “Flee like a bird to your mountain, 

2  for behold, the wicked bend the bow; 

  they have fitted their arrow to the string 

  to shoot in the dark at the upright in heart; 

3  if the foundations are destroyed, 

  what can the righteous do?” 

Psalm 11:1-3 (ESV) 

Someone is telling David to flee to the mountains. But David looks to the moun-
tains, and yet there is no refuge. We can look to many places in the world but every 
earthly foundation fails. Political leaders fail, church leaders fail, friends and family 
fail. We, ourselves, even fail. David rightfully says that there is no safety and security 
anywhere in this world.  

Where are you tempted to look for safety? Where do you look when you are threat-
ened and in danger? In this season of COVID, we have looked to our political lead-
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ers for safety. We have trusted in their wisdom. Perhaps, we haven’t trusted in our 
political leaders, so we’re anxious because we don’t think that they are doing a 
good enough job. Whether you trust or distrust political leaders, this Psalm tells us 
that there is no safety and security in anything in the world.  

So what does this Psalm tell us to find refuge? Have a look. It’s found in the first 
verse, the middle verse of the Psalm. 

Psa. 11:1    In the LORD I take refuge; 

and  

Psa. 11:4    The LORD is in his holy temple; 

  the LORD’S throne is in heaven; 

  his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man. 

The Psalmist tells us that the refuge is found in the LORD.  

And the reason?  

Because he is in his holy temple, he is on his throne. Now when you hear that, you 
might think that the LORD is distant, maybe that’s the image you’re getting. But the 
image of the LORD in his temple, is like a king who is sitting on his throne. A king 
who is powerful, and a king who is sovereign. A king who rules. That’s the image 
that we’re supposed to see here from verse 4. The LORD is control and he is watch-
ing over every single circumstance that is happening right now. Nothing escapes 
him, nothing is hidden from the LORD, he sees every danger and he is greater than 
every danger. That is why the Psalmist declares that he finds safety in the LORD.  

This is the truth that we need to cling to when we find ourselves in danger. We 
need to make the LORD our refuge, our hiding place.  

But there’s a condition. If we are really honest with ourselves, these words should 
have us a little worried,  

5  The LORD tests the righteous, 

  but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence. 

6  Let him rain coals on the wicked; 
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  fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup. 

If we’re really honest with ourselves, can we confidently say that we are righteous? 
When God sees us when no one else sees us. When God even knows our 
thoughts, our thoughts that we wouldn’t dare share with other people? We need to 
take this seriously, and the Psalmist is serious here. And it’s not just the Old Testa-
ment that talks about it.  

When we read the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus considers our hearts so important. 
It’s not that we haven’t physically murdered anyone, it’s the fact that we hate some-
one in our hearts. It’s not that we have committed adultery, it’s that we have lusted 
after someone in our hearts. We need to understand that if God were to judge us 
on our hearts, then we would be in serious danger.  

I want us to take serious the words of Jesus that those who are not righteous are 
destined for hell. That there is the real threat that on that last day, he would say to 
us I never knew you.  

So how can the LORD be our refuge? The answer is found here, 

7  For the LORD is righteous; 

  he loves righteous deeds; 

  the upright shall behold his face. 

The key to being confident that the LORD is our refuge is the fact that Jesus is our 
righteousness. I have a confession. I don’t dress myself. Before I met Rachel, my 
friend dressed me, and Rachel really didn’t like it. It was terrible. But after we got 
married, she started to dress me and I look better for it.  

The prophet Isaiah tells us that our righteous acts are filthy rags. Before I got mar-
ried, my clothes were like filthy rags. But through Jesus’ perfect life, we are clothed 
in his righteousness. Though Jesus knew no sin, he became sin for us that we 
might have our sin removed. That’s the good news of Jesus. It’s only through Jesus 
that we are upright, we are seen as righteous, we see God, we will see justice. It’s 
only through Jesus that we find our refuge.  

So let me get really practical, and I must acknowledge that I’ve gotten this from my 
friend as we’ve reflected on this passage together. I want to suggest two things 
that we can do,  
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Firstly, we can grow in our worship God. Do we have our eyes looking up, rather 
than navel gazing at ourselves? Do we look at our belly buttons, or do we look up? 
Sometimes our problems become really big because we look at them, and our 
view of God becomes small. It needs to be the opposite. We need to get our eyes 
off our circumstances onto our mighty God who is sitting on the throne with power, 
and control. 

The second thing we can do is deepen our Trust in God. We need to deepen our 
trust in God through the trials we find ourselves in. Every trial we go through is a 
choice isn’t it? Do we seek to trust worldly things, or do we deepen our trust in 
God? Do we hold onto the promises of God? Do we memorise scripture promises 
that God has made to his people? We learn to trust God like we grow in our trust of 
other people. We take a step of Faith. What’s one way this week you can step out in 
faith? 

I love that song, My God is so big. It’s a reminder that we have an awesome Go 
whom we can most certainly trust. 

My God is so big,  

So strong and so mighty, there’s nothing my God cannot do.  

That’s true.  

Let’s pray. 

Church Family Prayer 

Let’s pray, 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

We give you praise for you are a loving and sovereign God. You are just, yet full of 
grace for your people. Thank you for the gift of your Son Jesus, that for those who 
believe in His death and resurrection and follow Him, they are given eternal life. 
Thank you that you are a God who cares for us, who understands us, who knows us 
more than we could ever know ourselves. Thank you that you never leave us or for-
sake us. Even in the loneliest of times, we can rest assured of your presence.  
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Help us to trust, hope, and know that your love never fails. We may not understand 
why difficult things happen on earth and how it is a part fo your plan, but we pray 
your will be done and we long for the day where there will only be joy. We pray for 
those I our church family who are mourning the loss of a loved one, those who are 
burdened with health issues, those who are wrestling with life itself. Grant them 
peace Lord, fill their hearts will comfort and surround them with your love. Help us 
to trust in You and be salt and light for the world. Help us care for one another and 
to strive to live for you each day.  

In Jesus name we pray, 

Amen  

Closing 

Well that’s the end of our service. Just a reminder, we are looking to reopen as 
soon as NSW hits 80% double vaccination and that’s looking to be the week of 25 
October. So that’s 31 October! 

Let me give the blessing,  

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave 
us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish 
them in every good work and word. 

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 (ESV) 

Amen. 

Hymn 

God is Our Strength and Refuge: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bA0zJnW1R-
r8 

Little by Little: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPN2B07ZLi8 

Meekness and Majesty: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qXggFYQQTJ0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bA0zJnW1Rr8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bA0zJnW1Rr8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPN2B07ZLi8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qXggFYQQTJ0
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My Heart is Filled with Thankfulness: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0uiIyE1-
ju8Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0uiIyE1ju8Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0uiIyE1ju8Q

