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Passage 

Mark 4:35   On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go 
across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the 
boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. 37 And a great windstorm 
arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already fill-
ing. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said 
to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 39 And he awoke and re-
buked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and 
there was a great calm. 40 He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still 
no faith?” 41 And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who 
then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 

Mark 5:1   They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. 
2 And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out of 
the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 3 He lived among the tombs. And no one 
could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, 4 for he had often been bound 
with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the 
shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. 5 Night and day 
among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and cutting him-
self with stones. 6 And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before 
him. 7 And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with me, Je-
sus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.” 8 For he 
was saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” 9 And Jesus asked 
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him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for we are many.” 10 
And he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country. 11 Now a great 
herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, 12 and they begged him, saying, 
“Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.” 13 So he gave them permission. And the 
unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and the herd, numbering about two 
thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the sea. 

Mark 5:14   The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people 
came to see what it was that had happened. 15 And they came to Jesus and saw 
the demon-possessed man, the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed 
and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 16 And those who had seen it de-
scribed to them what had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the 
pigs. 17 And they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region. 18 As he was 
getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons begged him 
that he might be with him. 19 And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go 
home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how 
he has had mercy on you.” 20 And he went away and began to proclaim in the De-
capolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled. 

Mark 5:21   And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a 
great crowd gathered about him, and he was beside the sea. 22 Then came one of 
the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell at his feet 23 
and implored him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death. 
Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well and live.” 24 And 
he went with him. 

 And a great crowd followed him and thronged about him. 25 And there was a 
woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, 26 and who had suf-
fered much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no 
better but rather grew worse. 27 She had heard the reports about Jesus and came 
up behind him in the crowd and touched his garment. 28 For she said, “If I touch 
even his garments, I will be made well.” 29 And immediately the flow of blood 
dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 30 And Je-
sus, perceiving in himself that power had gone out from him, immediately turned 
about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my garments?” 31 And his disciples 
said to him, “You see the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, ‘Who 
touched me?’” 32 And he looked around to see who had done it. 33 But the 
woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and trembling and fell 
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down before him and told him the whole truth. 34 And he said to her, “Daughter, 
your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.” 

Mark 5:35   While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler’s house some 
who said, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?” 36 But 
overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not fear, 
only believe.” 37 And he allowed no one to follow him except Peter and James and 
John the brother of James. 38 They came to the house of the ruler of the syna-
gogue, and Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 39 And 
when he had entered, he said to them, “Why are you making a commotion and 
weeping? The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And they laughed at him. But he 
put them all outside and took the child’s father and mother and those who were 
with him and went in where the child was. 41 Taking her by the hand he said to her, 
“Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 42 And immediately the 
girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and they were im-
mediately overcome with amazement. 43 And he strictly charged them that no one 
should know this, and told them to give her something to eat.  

Transcript 

Chaos 

There was a television show some years back in the 1960s, maybe you watched it 
growing up. I watched the re-runs, obviously re-runs, because I was only born in 
the 1980s. It was Get Smart with Don Adams. Maybe you’ve seen the modern 
movie take. But it was one of my most favourite television shows. I loved the level 
security that agent 86 had to go through in order to get to headquarters. You know 
with all the doors that open and shut, and there would always be this gag at the 
end where the very last door would never close when he expected it to, it would 
close so that he would always get his nose stuck.  

But it was a great show, Control, the agency that Agent 86 Maxwell Smart worked 
for. Working to defeat their enemy. Chaos. Chaos with a K. Control always won over 
Chaos. But television is a little different from real life isn’t it? Disney movies are not 
what real life is about. We may wish that our lives were like a Disney movie, where 
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there’s a Whole New World, or we would simply need to Let it go, or there is the 
Circle of life. You know, sometimes, life is a bit more like Chaos. Things are unex-
pected right? Who has had life turn out the way you planned it, the way that you 
expected it to be. If you said that life has turned out how you expected it to be, 
then you’ve had it very good, or maybe you haven’t lived at all.  

The passage that was read out to us today from the Gospel of Mark illustrates that 
very point. Chaos. That there is chaos in life. We’ve read a fair bit of Mark today. 
Part of chapter 4 and all of 5. There’s a lot going on isn’t there. But I want to talk 
about the theme of chaos that we see. Maybe we missed it, but it’s there. It’s in our 
face. For Mark’s original audience, they would have seen the chaos that is there 
clear as day. Because we see in every single encounter that Jesus has, there is 
chaos.  

Let me show you!  

In 4:37, the great windstorm that Jesus and his disciples encounter on the water. 
The windstorm is so incredibly strong that we’re told that the boat was already fill-
ing. Some of Jesus’ disciples, they’re fishermen. And even they are terrified. You 
know… it’s time to panic when seasoned fishermen start to panic. We’re confronted 
with a situation with chaos. The imagery of deep dark waters churning in the scrip-
tures is a picture of chaos. You see it here, you see it in the book of Jonah.  

But that’s not only the image of chaos we find here. There’s the chaos of the demon 
possessed man. The demons recognise Jesus and they ask to be sent to the pigs. 
But here’s the chaos. Let me ask, what do the demons do once they enter the pigs? 
They cause the pigs to die, to rush to the edge and drown in the sea. It’s likely that’s 
what the demons wanted to do with the man but they do it with the pigs instead. 
Again it’s a picture of chaos. The spiritual realm wanting to undo the image of God 
in humanity. To destroy what God did as he created humanity as his own image on 
earth. 

And what about the woman who had been bleeding for twelve years? Suffering for 
so many years, spent everything for all the doctors that she could go to. That is a 
sign of the chaos that many of us find ourselves in. Even for Rachel and I, we go to 
specialist after specialist. And you know, your hearts mourn as you see a loved one 
go through the chaos of declining health. Those here who have had or are going 
through health problems know exactly what it is that I’m talking about. The chaos 
of life that is broken staring you right in the face. Do you know exactly what it is that 
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I’m talking about? Then this passage should be confronting. This passage should 
confront each one of us this morning because it is the norm. Chaos is the norm for 
this world.  

So much so, we should really know it. Every time we walk into a church for a funer-
al. Every time we walk into Woronora Memorial park and the chapel there as we 
mourn the loss of a loved one, a family member, a friend, a schoolmate, a work col-
league. The chaos that we are confronted with when someone we know dies. Just 
as the ruler of the synagogue is confronted by chaos when his daughter dies. 
Brothers and sisters, if the chaos of this world doesn’t confront you it’s probably 
because you’ve become so used to it, so numb to it. But I don’t blame you because 
if you’ve lived any number of years, we learn to deal with the chaos by drowning it 
out. We push the chaos to the side, don’t we? 

So we are we to do? What do we do with the chaos?  

Control 

This brings us to our second point. Let’s talk about control. Or rather let’s look to 
the one who is in control. If you’ve been here any time, you know, that I love to talk 
about Jesus. And today is no exception. There’s chaos. But there’s Jesus. There’s 
the one who is in control. If there’s anything we learn from the passage that was 
read out to us by Steve today, it’s this. We are not in control of the chaos. But Jesus 
is in control.  

Have a look at the passage. Let me show you the sovereign control that Jesus has 
over the chaos. He is in control over the storms,  

But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, 
“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” And he awoke and rebuked the 
wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a 
great calm. Mark 4:38–39 (ESV) 

And later in verse 41, 

And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is this, that 
even the wind and the sea obey him?” Mark 4:41 (ESV) 
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He is in control over the chaos that is in creation. The hurricanes, the storms, the 
tsunamis. With a word, he can calm the chaos.  

Not only is he in control over nature, over the physical realm but he’s in control 
over the spiritual realm. He’s in control over the chaos in the spiritual realm.  

He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a 
chain, for he had often been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the 
chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to sub-
due him. Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always cry-
ing out and cutting himself with stones. And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran 
and fell down before him. Mark 5:3–6 (ESV) 

Where no person could subdue this man, the demon possessed man falls down at 
Jesus’ feet. Now we who live in the west might not take this part of Scripture seri-
ously. Maybe we might say to ourselves, well it might happen back then but these 
days that doesn’t happen. But let me ask you, are we therefore reading our own 
limited experience into the Scriptures? Are we putting on our own lens on the 
scriptures and saying, “Because I don’t experience it, therefore it doesn’t happen, 
therefore I don’t need to believe it”? The spiritual realm is just as real as the physi-
cal realm that we can see, taste, touch, smell and hear. Just because you might not 
see it, or experience it, doesn’t make it unreal. We in the West rely solely on sci-
ence, but when you speak to others in another culture, like in Asian cultures, they 
have no problems in believing about the spiritual realm because they have experi-
enced it. We need to be careful in the way that we read our experience into Scrip-
tures rather than the other way around. The Scriptures are clear that there is a spiri-
tual realm, and ever since Genesis 3, there are unclean spirits, demons that have 
been out to create chaos in the world.  

And yet, what should really strike us, what should really confront us is the fact that 
the demon possessed man submits to Jesus. How does the demon address Jesus?  

And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son 
of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.” Mark 5:7 (ESV) 

This demon truly recognises Jesus for who he truly is. The Son of the Most High 
God. The demon recognises him for being the God’s one and only Son. And with a 
sentence, the demon obeys Jesus’ request. That is incredible. This is Jesus in con-
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trol of the chaos, the chaos in the physical realm and the chaos of the spiritual 
realm. Jesus with a word can undo the chaos that we are in the midst of.  

Jesus is sovereign over the chaos of our bodies, the health problems that we find 
ourselves in. When no physician can heal the bleeding woman. When no money 
could solve her situation, all the woman had to do with reach out and touch Jesus, 
and his power was so great that chaos became calm. Have a look. 

For she said, “If I touch even his garments, I will be made well.” And immediately the 
flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 
Mark 5:28–29 (ESV) 

That’s Jesus. That’s whom we worship, that’s the Son of God. Who do we know that 
is able to rearrange the chaos of life and make it calm? Who else do we know that 
is able to push back darkness, and have light shine into our worlds? Who do we 
know that is able to bring chaos into order?  

For one of Rachel’s cousins, we bought them a lego set. It took them close to a 
whole day to put it together. But imagine if I picked up the completed lego set, 
and smashed it on the floor. Breaking it into little pieces. Do you think that her 
cousin would be very thrilled by what I’ve just done? Or do you think that they 
would be very upset at the chaos that I’ve just created. I wonder whether anyone 
here is truly happy with the chaos that we find ourselves in. We may say that we de-
light in chaos, but deep down, we know that things are not right. Deep down, we 
want an end to chaos. We pray, we want life to be put right, we want calm, we want 
things to be fixed.  

And we’re confronted by that ultimately by death aren’t we? Just as the ruler is. 
When his daughter dies. And yet, Jesus is able to raise her from the dead. 

Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say 
to you, arise.” And immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was 
twelve years of age), and they were immediately overcome with amazement. Mark 
5:41–42 (ESV) 

Sometimes, we might wonder whether Jesus is interested in the chaos we find our-
selves in. We might wonder whether he cares about the chaos we find ourselves in. 
But what we should see as we look through Mark’s account of Jesus, we should see 
repeatedly that Jesus cares. He cares a lot. When the disciples are fearful for their 
lives, and they cry out to Him, they ask Jesus, “Teacher, do you not care that we are 
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perishing?” (4:38). We ask that too, don’t we? Don’t you care about how much pain, 
suffering, and hardship I am in right now Jesus?  

Some of us here wonder whether Jesus is powerful enough to help us through the 
chaos of life. I bet the disciples wondered that too. Jesus are you able to deal with 
the pain, suffering, and hardship that I am in right now? Are you able to help me 
with my health problems, my money problems, my relationship problems? My 
problems, they just seem so so big, and I’m not able to see a way out through 
them. Maybe you care, Jesus, but are you strong enough? Are you powerful 
enough for a breakthrough? My problems, they’re mountains.  

But the disciples, and us, we have it wrong. Does Jesus care about the disciples in 
the boat as they appear to be drowning? Of course he does. He cares more about 
the disciples than they themselves realise. Because it’s not the storm that should 
worry them, it’s the cross that should worry them. Jesus didn’t come to save them 
from that storm. Jesus came to save us from the greatest storm. He saved us from 
the greatest storm as he went to the cross.  

Jesus shows that he both cares and he’s in control as he went to the cross to save 
us from death. What Jesus did as he raised the ruler’s daughter from death was a 
foretaste of what he would do through his death on the cross and resurrection from 
the grave. Jesus shows us that he cares for us because he is able to save us from 
the greatest storm. Does Jesus care, is Jesus able to help you through your health, 
money, relationship problems? If he’s saved you from death, then all things are 
possible. Nothing is impossible.  

That’s good news isn’t it? 

Challenge: Fear or Faith? 

Chaos, control. Finally, a challenge. 

Let me lay down a challenge. What’s your response to Jesus? What’s your response 
to the chaos that you find yourself in? Is it faith or fear? Is your response to life, and 
the chaos you find yourself in one of anxiety and being afraid? Or is it one of faith 
in Jesus? 

Because do you notice the various people in Mark 4 and 5 and their response? You 
have the disciples. And they have a response of fear don’t they?  
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He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they were 
filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind 
and the sea obey him?” Mark 4:40–41 (ESV) 

The word that Jesus uses here for afraid is one that might describe a coward. 
Someone who is timid. One response to the storm and chaos is to have fear, to be 
afraid. 

What do you do when you’re afraid? I’m going to suggest one thing we do. When 
we’re afraid, we are prone to become more busy. We all do that. When we’re afraid, 
we busy ourselves. It’s a way for us to feel like we are in control of the situation. I’ve 
noticed it here at this church, when we’re worried, or afraid, we’re more likely to 
busy ourselves. Maybe because we equate busyness with progress. We think that if 
we have lots of programs it will mean progress. And I want to encourage you and 
show you that Jesus tells us not to be afraid. In fact it’s one of his most repeated 
commands. To not be afraid.  

The Scriptures here encourage us to have faith in Jesus, in his control, in his com-
passion. Have a look at what Jesus says to the ruler whose daughter has died. 

But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not 
fear, only believe.” Mark 5:36 (ESV) 

And that’s what the bleeding woman does, doesn’t she? She has faith. She touches 
his garments and power goes out from Jesus. What does Jesus say to this woman? 

And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be 
healed of your disease.” Mark 5:34 (ESV) 

Can you imagine, the whole crowd being with Jesus and yet they don’t have an en-
counter with him. Only the woman has an encounter because she has faith as she 
reaches out to touch him. Is there something in your life that you want to change or 
wish you had control over? 

I want to encourage you all to rest in Jesus. We don’t need to control or manipulate 
situations, people or circumstances. Hopefully, you see that Jesus is not just power-
ful, he’s compassionate. He cares, and he’s in control. And the right proper re-
sponse is faith. To believe Jesus at his word. Not to be busy, but rather to rest in his 
promises to us. To rest in his love. To reach out to him in faith, trusting that he is in 
control, and that he’s compassionate. 


